
 

 

 

 

Pastoral Message of 

PETER 

BISHOP OF WREXHAM 

TO 

THE FAITHFUL - ORDAINED, RELIGIOUS AND LAY OF THE DIOCESE OF WREXHAM 

Health and Benediction in the Lord. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Last Weekend and this we hear in the Gospel Readings of John the Baptist and his call to 

prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight a word that was addressed to his own 

people, a message that was received by all Judaea and all the people of Jerusalem  as they 

made their way to him. They were being called to prepare themselves for a new beginning 

in and through the preaching, life and death of the Jesus Christ whose birth we prepare to 

celebrate again this Christmas. The preparation embraced by John’s hearers involved 

repentance, conversion and change of life’s direction; the result of his witness was that they 

were to see the light as recognised by Simeon when he saw in the infant Jesus the Messiah 

who is to be a light to enlighten the gentiles and be the glory of his people Israel.  The 

people of every generation are invited to achieve the same in their lives by preparing afresh 

a way for the Lord. 

It is now over three years since I had to make the first decisions about combining and 

creating new parishes and church closures and am extremely grateful to all those 

individuals and communities that accepted these needs and have worked hard to build a 

new way for the Lord to enter into their own and their parish lives. In the knowledge that all 



closures are painful, but in the knowledge too that early in the New Year the situation in the 

Diocese is to change again. After reference again to the Priests’ Council I have to announce 

that Mass will ceased to be celebrated in the Church of S. Michael, Conwy in the Parish of 

Conwy, Llandudno Junction, Llanfairfechan and Llanrwst.  Also in the Church of Sacred Heart 

in S.Augustine’s Priory House of Prayer in the Parish of Old Colwyn; the territory of this 

parish is to be amalgamated with Colwyn Bay parish. The last parish Masses will be 

celebrated in these churches on Sunday 11th February 2018, the last Sunday before Lent.  

I repeat my initial intention, with judicial re-structuring of parishes and closure of churches I 

am confident that Mass will be celebrated in each remaining church every Sunday of the 

year. This process is not yet complete and there are more closures to come as needs 

demand.  

 

John the Baptist sets before us the call to make a new way to encounter the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. Pope Francis said last week, “Sunday is for us, one day 

sanctified by the Eucharistic celebration, the living presence of the Lord among us who 

comes to meet us.” Participation in Sunday Mass, the Holy Father reminds us, “gives the 

Baptized [the] strength necessary to live as a Christian all week, until eternal life.” 

Please continue to pray for the good health and wellbeing of your priests and the peace and 

prosperity of the Diocese. 

With every good wish and blessings to you and your families for a holy, happy and peaceful 

Christmas. 

† Peter 

Bishop of Wrexham 

Given at Wrexham on 14th December and appointed to be read at the Parish Masses in the Churches 

and Chapels of the Diocese on 16th-17th December in the year of Our Lord 2018 and available in 

print form thereafter. 


