
The Sunday that follows Christmas is 
always the celebration of The Holy Fami-
ly of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. It is also 
the second day in the eight days of cele-
brating Christmas. There are wonderful 
readings from the Book of Sirach, 
the First Book of Samuel, Paul's letter 
to the Colossians or the First Letter of 
John. The gospel from Matthew is the 
story of the angel appearing to Joseph in 
a dream, telling him to flee with Mary and 
their newborn son, Jesus, to Egypt so 
Herod could not find them. After a time, 
they returned and lived in Nazareth, “so 
that what had been spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, he shall be 
called a Nazorean.”  

 

In May 2020, the Bible Society is spon-
soring a garden based on Psalm 23 at the 
RHS Chelsea Flower Show 2020.  
After the Show, it is hoped that communi-
ties, churches and schools across the 
country will be inspired to create their own 
Psalm 23-based gardens in all kinds of 
places: church grounds, community plots, 
disused plots of land, unused school out-
door areas.   Any ideas anyone ? 

 

https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/psalm-23/ 
 

 How Holy Can My Family Be?  
 

It is probably fair to say that none of us 
feels that our family is just like the Holy 
Family. Jesus, Mary and Joseph can at 
first seem to be too unreachable an ideal 
for our own family. Perhaps, especially at 
this time of the year, we are most intense-
ly aware of the limitations of our family - 
of the various families we are a part of. 
Selfishness, stubbornness, independence 
can appear to be so great that we can 
question the integrity of our family as a 
family, let alone see any real holiness 
there. How holy can my own family be? 
What help can a reflection upon the Holy 
Family have for me today?. 
The first thing to consider is to humbly 
acknowledge the humanity of our family - 
including my own humanity and that of 
everyone in the group. Human beings are 
capable of great things, but every human 
being is capable of great selfishness. This 
kind of acknowledgement isn't an ac-
ceptance of the behavior or dynamics of 
my family as good, or even that all of it 
should be tolerated. This first step is a 
step away from denial. We can't cope 
with what we don't even admit is there. 
The second step is to acknowledge that 
each person in the family is seeing things, 
and responding to them, from his or her 
own perspective. Nobody really wakes up 
in the morning and says, "How can I be 
selfish and difficult for everyone today?" 
We all are choosing something that 
seems to us to be good - perhaps good 
for me and not for you - but my choice is 
for something I see as good. This 
acknowledgement isn't very inspiring, but 
it can be helpful if it leads us to a growing 
understanding of what each of us in our 
family are looking for. 
 

Real understanding can lead to real com-
passion. Maybe someone in the family is  
like a barking dog or a self-absorbed prin-
cess or is into self-protective control by 
not investing in conversation or self reve-
lation or even simple help around the 
house. The more we see what is going on 
the more easy it will be to try to see it with  
 

 ...compassion. What fear is at work here?  
Dogs bark when they are afraid. Self-
absorbsion and passive-aggression are so 
often rooted in fearful self-protection. Once 
we can see the underlying needs or hurts 
that seem to be shaping our behaviors, we 
can more easily love those family members. 
Love is what will heal us. Love will make us 
stronger. Love will lead to greater gratitude. 
And grateful people can more easily notice 
the needs of others and love them. 
 

Contemplating Jesus, Mary and Joseph at 
this time of the year can help us. Joseph 
had to be so afraid when he was told Mary 
would be with child. The one thing he knew 
for certain is that he was not the father. Just 
imagine the temptation to judge Mary! But, 
Joseph believed and trusted. He accepted 
the role of servant. He took Mary as his 
wife, accepting the shame and embarrass-
ment that the people of their village must 
have placed on him. Mary couldn't have 
fully understood God's plan for her or for 
her son. But she believed and trusted. She 
accepted the role of servant. Their child, 
Jesus, became the Servant of God's mis-
sion in our world. 
How can our family become more holy? 
Through compassionate love and growing 
trust in God, so much which leads to ten-
sion, ongoing stress and outright conflict 
can be healed. 
 

St. Ignatius tells us that Love is a mutual 
exchange of gifts. The lover gives gifts to 
the loved one and the loved one becomes a 
lover in giving gifts to the beloved. Ignatius 
also says that Love is expressed in deeds 
rather than in words. So, in these days 
ahead, let us give gifts of understanding, 
compassion and healing love to each mem-
ber of our family. Let's listen, pay attention, 
acknowledge gifts and affirm them. Some 
things very holy will be affirmed. Let us find 
gestures, acts of kindness, time and sup-
port to give each other. Let us model for our 
children how to think of each other's needs 
first.   

 Used with permission from the Creighton Online 

Ministries website. 

Parish Finances:  Church collection       
for Sunday, 8th December, , amounted to  £p  
of which £p was ’loose’  and £p was Gift Aid.  
 

 Hospital Chaplains on call: 
Glan Clwyd: Mrs. Sheila Johnson, 01745 
354311 /07717182557 Llandudno Hospital: 
Fr  Fredrick Isek  01492 877353  Ysbty 
Gwynedd;  Colwyn Bay Hospital: Fr Frank 
Ryan  01492 532670  
  

For all bookings or enquiries for using or 
hiring church centre or parish house rooms 
and facilities, please see Martin Hargraves, 
coordinator,  at    e-mail  
4tcbookings@gmail.com  or                 
tel 07881491751 
——————————————————                                                              
Prayer for clergy Please keep in your 
prayers all our retired priests, especially Fr 
Tony Jones, Fr Frank Gormley OMI, Mgr 
James Fealey and Fr Paschal Dormer, Fr Ian 
Dalgleish and Canon Bernard Lordan, and all 
those and their families who are ill at this time 
or recovering from illness.  Please pray espe-
cially for Mgr Fealey who had a fall and has a 
broken femur. 
 

 

PROVINCE YEAR BOOK 2020 

Anybody visiting Wrexham soon ? Can you 
help by collecting the Year Books from the 
Cathedral please, for our parish  ? We’ll pay 
your petrol naturally. 
 

 

NEW DIOCESAN WEBSITE – 
WWW.RCDWXM.ORG.UK  
Our new diocesan website is now live and 
has been optimised for mobile use.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Feast of the Holy Family 
 
Entrance Antiphon: Let the clouds rain 
down on the Just One and the earth bring 
forth a Saviour. 
 

First Reading:  Ecclesiasticus 3:2-6 12-

14 

 

Psalm  127   O blessed are those who 
fear the Lord and walk in his ways 

 

1. O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways!   By the labour of your 
hands you shall eat. You will be happy and 
prosper.   (R) 
 

2. Your wife will be like a fruitful vine in the 
heart of your house; your children like 
shoots of the olive, around your table (R) 
  

3.  Indeed thus shall be blessed the man 
who fears the Lord.  May the Lord bless you 
from Zion all the days of your life!  (R) 
 

Second Reading: Colossians 1: 12-21 

  

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia! Alleluia!  
May the peace of Christ reign in your 
hearts: let the message of Christ find a 
home with you. Alleluia!     
 

Gospel: Matthew 2: 13-15  19-23 

 

Communion Antiphon:  Our God has 
appeared on earth and lives among people. 
 

——————————————————- 

 

 Web assistant. We’re looking for someone 
to help enter items into the Website, every 
now and then.  Can anyone out there help 
please ?   Instruction given. 
 
Sunday, January 1st will be the Solemnity of 
Mary the Mother of God. It is also the World Day 
of Prayer for Peace.   
 
SUNDAY OF THE WORD (3RD SUNDAY IN 
Ordinary Time) 26TH JANUARY – BLESS-
ING OF BIBLES  Please bring your own or 
your family’s bible to church. 

 

  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

After Mass daily and also Saturdays 10:30am—11:15am also on call 
    

Open Office Day 

 

Thursdays  9.00am  -  4.00pm 

 

Baptism:    Contact Tel. No. 01745 354311 

 

Communion for the Housebound - Anointing of the Sick  

 

 Please contact Fr Charles if you know anyone who is ill or housebound, especially 
those who would like to receive Holy Communion at home or anointing for healing. 

 

For all enquiries or sacraments contact details below  
 

QUOTE  

 “The things you do not have to say 
make you rich.                                          
Saying things you do not have to say 
weakens your talk.                                
Hearing things you do not need to 
hear dulls your hearing.                                                  
And things you know before you hear 
them  - those are you.                         
Those are why you are in the world.”   

From William Stafford from   “Crossing un-
marked Snow. 

  

FAITH IN POLI-
TICS: CATHOLIC 
PARLIAMENTARY 
AND PUBLIC AF-
FAIRS INTERN-
SHIP SCHEME 

 

Faith in Politics is a 
parliamentary and 
public affairs intern-
ship run by the 
Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Eng-
land and Wales. 
The scheme uniquely offers a foundation 
of Catholic faith and spiritual formation for 
Catholic graduates who believe they may 
have a vocation to public service in poli-
tics or public affairs. 
  

The CBCEW are currently advertising for 
the 2020-21 placements, which may be of 
interest to final year undergraduate or 
postgraduate students.   
  

The deadline for applications is 28 Febru-
ary 2020. You can also see more about 
the internship on its website: 
www.faithinpolitics.org.uk. 
 

 

 

 

Priest:  Fr Charles Ramsay  -  Tel 01745 353395   email chas37free@gmail.com  

 

Parish website:  catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 

Web Administrator Ernest Jones webmaster@catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 
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   Feast of the Holy Family 

 29th December 2019 

 

The Holy Family  Reading Cycle A  - The Year of Matthew’s Gospel 

Mass Times and Intentions 

Sunday 10.00am Mass for the People 

Monday No Service  

Tuesday No Service   

Wednesday No Service  

Thursday   No Service   

Friday No Service   

Saturday No Service  

Sunday 10.00am Mass for the People 


