
She couldn't put this into words.  As chil-
dren we knew, though, just by watching 
her. But the bible ? She seemed to have a 
vague suspicion that it was a protestant 
book.  She certainly was never found 
reading it.   
 

In 1978 I was in the seminary in Thurles, 
Eire and Cardinal Tom Winning had en-
gaged the whole Archdiocese of Glasgow 
in a programme of renewal, bible-based.  
One day, home on holiday, I noticed her 
one night sitting reading the bible. “You 
should read this” she murmured, her head 
barely rising from the page, seemingly 
unaware that I’d been studying the bible 
for three solid years in the seminary (and 
was emerging with many more questions than 
answers).  

 

It took some time, but gradually we began 
to have chats about faith which were very 
profound and moving for me.  But first, 
like many Catholics (all ?) she had to 
get rid of a fear that if she looked too 
deeply into things, she would lose her 
faith.  The dark side  then was fear-
based religion. I told her that Thomas 
Aquinas had said (as did Newman) that 
our conscience comes first  and we must 
first and foremost seek the truth, confident 
that wherever we find truth,  in 
protestants, muslims or atheists, or sci-
ence etc,  we are encountering Christ  
 ie finding God in all things, (even in 
Rangers supporters.)  and about perfect 
love casting out fear. But today I realise 
much more that casting such fear out isn't 
easy. 
 

  This will be a regular (but smaller) space 
throughout this year of Speaking God’s 
Word.  An important first step reading 
your bible is to choose texts which evoke 
a sense of trust and peace. Also texts 
which support your inner freedom  ie free 
to follow what the Lord may be saying. 
This helps us to grow to love God’s Word. 
So start by seeking texts (lots of people 
highlight these) which enkindle a sense of 
trust, peace in the Lord's presence and 
great confidence in the Lord.  

 Weekly Guide to Daily Prayer 

 

We continue our Christmas season and 
extend our reflection on the coming of the 
Lord among us.  The day we call the 
Feast of the Epiphany makes use of   
Matthew’s account of the Magi, the wise 
seers from the East, to whom are re-
vealed the good news of our salvation. 
Next Sunday, the Feast of the Baptism of 
the Lord represents another epiphany.  
When Jesus c0mes out of the water, 
which he enters to symbolize the com-
pleteness of his entry into our lives, a 
voice from heaven makes known to us 
who Jesus is, ‘My Beloved 
Son’. After all these years of 
waiting and longing, after all 
the promises and hopes, he is 
here  - born into conflict, bap-
tized in the Jordan for us all. 
 

The other part of the process 
of revelation, of epiphany, is 
the part when we observe, 
recognize, take it in and re-
ceive the good news as it is 
given to us.  When we receive 
the gift, the gift giving is com-
plete.  When we recognize the 
one revealed, the epiphany is 
accomplished.  When we ac-
cept who God is for us in Jesus, we let 
the Spirit give life to our salvation. 
 

How can we make this week a special 
one as the Christmas season draws to a 
close?  In some parts of the world day-
light is plentiful right now, but for us, the 
days are short and the dark of night sur-
rounds us many hours each day.  This 
could be the week to reflect on that dark-
ness and the light that Jesus brings into 
our hearts.  Right after Christmas is the 
perfect time to look back and examine our 
hearts. What is Jesus saying to me in 
these days after Christmas?  What is he 
asking of me?  What is he inviting me to 
do?                                                                      
         Jesus doesn’t love us on the condi-
tion that we get our act together first.   
 

He doesn’t wait until we become holy to 
love us.  He loves us because we need 
loving we need it now.  The more deeply 
we experience this love, the more com-
pletely we will be able to show that love to 
others.  Jesus is offering us a chance to stay 
longer in the stable, next to the manger, to 
draw deeper from the mystery of his self-
sacrificing love. 

Keep coming Lord Jesus. Having awaited 
your coming, we beg you to keep coming 
to set us free  - free to receive your love, 
freer to forgive, and freer to love even 
more selflessly.  Thank you, Lord, thank 
you.   

 Used with permission from the Creighton Online 

Ministries website. 

 

————————————————————- 

 
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 

The twelve days of Christmas come to an 
end on January 6th, and the season of the 
Epiphany begins. But Epiphany not only 
ends Christmas, it also fulfils it by celebrat-
ing the revelation of the Christ to the whole 
world.  The coming of incarnate God to all 
people, especially to those of us who are 
Gentiles, is the bridge from birth into life, 
the event that makes Easter possible for all 
of us.  The light of the Epiphany illuminates 
the Church’s year as it illuminates the hu-
man race from whom the kings came. 
(Phyllis A. Tickle) 

PARISH LISTENING Thanks for all your 
responses, ideas;  alerting us all to things 
missing, creating good suggestions and 
really making me and the parish team think 
hard. 
Plenty of time for more ideas. Just write 
them on a piece of paper and hand them in 
at the back of church.  Very soon action will 
follow on these, where possible.  
 
 
  

Parish Finances:  Church collection       
for Sunday, 22nd December  amounted to  
£p  of which £p was ’loose’  and £p was Gift 
Aid.  
 

 Hospital Chaplains on call: 
Glan Clwyd: Mrs. Sheila Johnson, 01745 
354311 /07717182557 Llandudno Hospital: 
Fr  Fredrick Isek  01492 877353  Ysbty 
Gwynedd;  Colwyn Bay Hospital: Fr Frank 
Ryan  01492 532670  
  

For all bookings or enquiries for using or 
hiring church centre or parish house rooms 
and facilities, please see Martin Hargraves, 
coordinator,  at    e-mail  
4tcbookings@gmail.com  or                 
tel 07881491751 
——————————————————                                                              
 

PROVINCE YEAR BOOK 2020 

Anybody visiting Wrexham soon ? Can you 
help by collecting the Year Books from the 
Cathedral please, for our parish  ? We’ll pay 
your petrol naturally. 
 

 

NEW DIOCESAN WEBSITE – 
WWW.RCDWXM.ORG.UK  
Our new diocesan website is now live and 
has been optimised for mobile use.   
 

 

Baptism Preparation 

 

Those parents who are wishing to have their 
child baptised, please contact Sheila John-
son on 354311, to register. 
———————————————————- 

 

 Becoming a Bible-Based Catholic ! 
(By Father Charles) In Glasgow, catholics  and 
protestants used to define themselves in op-
position to each other. Catholics did com-
munion, protestants read the bible,  catholics 
supported Celtic and protestants supported  
Rangers. (Woops !! See how I gave capital 
letters to the football teams but not the reli-
gions ?) My mum’s faith, (and my dad’s) were 
extremely eucharistic, ie centred on commun-
ion. Receiving communion was an amazing 
moment for both of them.  



Feast of the Epiphany 
 
Entrance Antiphon: The Lord and Ruler 
is coming; kingship is his, and government 
and power, 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah: 60: 1-6 

 

Psalm  127   All nations shall fall pros-
trate before you, O Lord. 
 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king, 
to a king’s son your justice, and your poor in 
right judgement. (R) 
 

2. In his days justice shall flourish, and 
peace till the moon fails. He shall rule from 
sea to sea, from the Great River to earth’s 
bounds. (R) 
  

3.  The kings of Tarshish and the sea 
coasts shall pay him tribute. The kings of 
Sheba and Seba shall bring him gifts. Be-
fore him all kings shall fall prostrate, all na-
tions shall serve him. (R) 
 

4. For he shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless. He will 
have pity on the weak and save the lives of 
the poor.  
 

Second Reading: Ephesians 3: 2-31 5-6 

  

Gospel Acclamation: Alleluia! Alleluia!  
We saw his star as it rose and have c9me 
to do the Lord homage. Alleluia!     
 

Gospel: Matthew 2L 1-12 

 

Communion Antiphon:  We have seen 
his star in the east and have come with gifts 
to adore the Lord. 
___________________________________ 

  
Web assistant. We’re looking for someone 
to help enter items into the Website, every 
now and then.  Can anyone out there help 
please ?   Instruction given. 

 
 
 

 

  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 

After Mass daily and also Saturdays 10:30am—11:15am also on call 
    

Open Office Day 

 

Thursdays  9.00am  -  4.00pm 

 

Baptism:    Contact Tel. No. 01745 354311 

 

Communion for the Housebound - Anointing of the Sick  

 

 Please contact Fr Charles if you know anyone who is ill or housebound, especially 
those who would like to receive Holy Communion at home or anointing for healing. 

 

For all enquiries or sacraments contact details below  
 

DEAD AND SICK LIST 
Please pray for the repose of the souls 
of: Wendy Hargraves, Jennie Armstrong, 
Marie McMonnies, Maria Cerefice, Susan 
McCarney, Joh Joseph Higgins, Captain 
Brian McManus, Fabian Clancy, Susan 
Bernadette Evans, Simon Johnson, Jose-
phine Brady, Poppy Crossley, Eunice 
Mary Addy, Mavis Elizabeth Johnson, 
John Rutherford, Wayne Healy, Anthony 
Richards, Timothy Ball, Kathleen Barlow, 
Kathleen Hayes, Peggy Hutchinson, 
Christine Nevitt, Eileen Horgan, Jane Ni-
cholson, Mary Catherine Long, Michael 
Cheetham, Joseph Andrews, Pauline Wil-
liams, Bill Jones, Edith May Jen-
nings.Betty Smith, Bernard Izzard, Owen 
Ryan, Emily Davenport, Michael Fairhurst 
Elizabeth (Betty) Hayes, Gwladys Irene 
Davies, Jenny Twist, Kevin Maguire, Lee 
Weston,  and JJ Agar-Leigh 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon them. May 
they rest in peace. AMEN. 
 
For the sick:  Barbara and Frank Cot-
tington, James Warburton, Arthur 
Jones, Aileen Bull, Marion Roberts,Norrie 
Jones, Lisa Gawn, Brian Harris, Mrs. 
Whiteley, Thomas Nelson, Edith Lowe, 
Val Byrne, Jack Doyle, Mary Peters, John, 
Corinna Edwards, John Burke, Frank and 
Kathleen Fox, Mantova family, John,   
Margaret and Anthony, Paul Yate, Cathy 
Ruane, Winifred Hinder, Mary O’Connor  
Carrie Hargraves and all sick parishion-
ers. 
(Please let us know if you wish to add a 
name to the sick list, or let us know if peo-
ple no longer need to be prayed for)
_________________________________ 

SUNDAY OF THE WORD (3RD SUNDAY 
IN Ordinary Time) 26TH JANUARY – 
BLESSING OF BIBLES  Please bring your 
own or your family’s bible to church. 

‘Blessing of Bibles’, or more properly 
‘Blessing of those who read the Bi-
ble’.  Everyone is invited to bring to Mass 
that Sunday your own or your family’s 
Bible. Priest:  Fr Charles Ramsay  -  Tel 01745 353395   email chas37free@gmail.com  

 

Parish website:  catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 

Web Administrator Ernest Jones webmaster@catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 
 

Diocese of Wrexham    Reg Charity No. 700426 

Our Lady of the 

Assumption 

Catholic Church 

  

119 Wellington Road, 
Rhyl 

Denbighshire LL181LE 

   Feast of the Epiphany 

 5th January 2020 

 

The Epiphany  Reading Cycle A  - The Year of Matthew’s Gospel 

Mass Times and Intentions 

Sunday 10.00am Mass for the People 

Monday No Service  

Tuesday 9.30 am  Maurice Fagan RIP 

Wednesday 9.30 am Simon Johnson RIP 

Thursday   9.30 am  Intentions of Johanna Doyle 

Friday 9.30  am  Bernard Izzard RIP 

Saturday   Holy Hour with Morning Prayer of the 

Sunday 10.00am Mass for the People 


