
  
Update from Mrs Amanda :Preston,  Head 
Teacher  of Christ the Word Catholic 
3-16 School.  The term has been chal-
lenging but rewarding and the children 
have been fantastic.    Every year group 
have been raising money / food for their 
chosen charity. We had KS2 that raised 
over £1400 for the children’s ward in Glan 
Clwyd by our elf dash.   We have had 
huge amounts of food for our local foods 
banks.   We raised over £300 for the 
British heart foundation.  The children 
and staff have really embraced our 
charity focus this term. 
  
 We have been so lucky with support for 
some of our more vulnerable children; we 
have had pamper packages distributed, 
sacks of toys and parcels donated by Doll 
Beauty. In the 30 parcels we received 
they had asked for shoes sizes and pro-
vided the children with trainers, jackets, 
perfumes, after shave etc. 
  
 May I take this opportunity to thank you 
for all of your support. We have recently 
held a finance committee meeting and will 
be holding our other committee meetings 
in January. Things have been changing 
on a daily basis and the staff have been 
brilliant.    We are very lucky to have such 
a good team 
                        Have a lovely Christmas 

 

Comment from Fr Charles. Christ the 
Word has faced huge challenges, especially 
the constant changes of situation and sudden 
departures for isolation—very challenging for 
the children and staff. Yet, visiting you find 

morale very high.  Pray for the Schools please. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
   
I2 Samuel 7: 1-5 8-11. 16 

Psalm 89: 2-3. 4-5. 27, 29. 
Romans 16: 25-27 

Loke 1: 26-388 

 

This is the transitioning week of Advent 
when we feel the preparations for  His 
coming to us.  Christmas is upon us.  It 
can be difficult to stay focused on Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas day, even though 
the mystery before us is so powerful.  We 
can wake each morning with a brief pray-
er to remind ourselves that Our Lord 
came in history for me We can remind 
ourselves of our Advent prayers that he 
comes to us now.  The Nativity stories 
can remind us of how he comes in pov-
erty, in rejection, into the lowliest of plac-
es, so that I’ll believe now, this year, that 
He can come into my place, my heart, my 
life.  It is a time of deep gratitude, now 
matter how busy we are with many 
things. 

The feasts take us into parts of     Jesus’ 
public life, almost completely passing 
over the hidden life years.  It helps to 
recognize this and let ourselves enter this 
part of the mystery of the Incarnation. We 
are living in the flesh each day of our 
lives. He came to enter this life and be 
with us in it.  After Christmas, we have a 
few days to let the blessings of Christmas 
settle in.   

Each one of us can begin our post-
Christmas time by staying in touch with 
ourselves in the flesh  - as people 
touched by Jesus’ coming.  We can turn 
to the Lord throughout each day and 
have real conversations with our Sav-
iour.   During our preparation for 
Christmas we were asking the Lord 
to open our hearts, to let us wait with 
patient trust, and to come to us.This 
weekwe     

 

experienced joy and .and the mixed chal-
lenges of Christmas.  We have the oppor-
tunity to have ordinary conversations with 
our God who came to be with us. 

We pray:  Thank you Lord for becoming 
flesh for me, and thank you for being with 
me now, in the midst of each day’s joys and 
sorrows.  I ask you to increase my trust in 
you, my desire for closeness with you and 
my commitment to turn to you all day long.  
Continue to be with me when I have to 
make difficult decisions, when I need extra 
patience and care when in challenging situ-
ations. Continue to let my heart experience 
the joy of Christmas all week,. As I see the 
signs of your presence with me. 

When these words take on our own voice 
and our details, it will feel very personal.  
And when we speak about our fears, our 
needs, when we express our gratitude and 
our deep desires, we are living in intimate 
relationship with the One who became flesh 
that we might never feel alone again. 

 (Used with permission from the Creighton online 
ministries webpage., which we highly recommend 
for prayer and reflection.)  
 
__________________________________ 

Please note: Parish Office  open day next 
week will be Wednesday, 23rd                                           

 
The Welsh dioceses along with the Catholic 
Education Service are running a nation-
al letter writing campaign against the 
Welsh Government’s proposed changes to 
the school curriculum. These changes, if 
passed, will have a significantly detrimental 
effect on Catholic schools as well as the 
long-standing rights of parents. 
The campaign can be accessed via this 
link: http://www.catholiceducation.org.uk/
welshparents 

  

To provide further information on the cam-
paign the CES is holding two virtual briefing 
sessions on the 18th

 and 21st
 December. 

CHRISTMAS (WITH Covid) AT ST MARY’S  

We invite families with children to drop in 
to our CHRISTMAS OPEN DAYS on Wed 

23rd  and 24th December. Bring the chil-
dren in to pray around the Christmas Crib.  
We will provide Christmas music and spe-

cial family prayers for families to say to-
gether  - “The family that prays together, 
stays together.”  If you are coming could 

you please bring a pen or pencil with you 
to write your name on the stars. 

Sadly, due to restrictions related to Covid, 
this year we are able to provide Mass only 

at 9pm Christmas Eve and 10am Christ-
mas Day.  Mass at 5pm  would be too 
crowded.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Live-streamed Mass.  All St Mary’s ser-
vices are now available livestream on 
youtube . Just google Youtube and enter 
stmarysrhyllivemass.    

———————————————————- 

Last Monday  was the Feast day of the truly 
great St John of the Cross, of Spain, 
mystic and poet (Spain’s greatest, some 
say).  His term denoting a stage of spiritual 
life, “dark night of the soul” is everywhere. 
English poet TS Eliot quotes it.  Even the 
great English electronic band , Depeche 
Mode ,make an insightful reference to it in 
their song  "I Feel Loved", the second single 
released from the album Exciter: "It's the dark 
night of my soul and temptation's taking hold, 
but through the pain and the suffering, 
through the heartache and trembling, I feel 
loved..." 
 



Church Finances:  Church collection for 
Sunday, 13th December amounted to 
£279.00p, of which £164.00 was ‘loose’  
and £115p was Gift Aid. 
 

Hospital Chaplains on call:  
Glan Clwyd: Mrs. Sheila Johnson. 01745 
354311\07717182557  Llandudno hospital: 
Fr Frederick 01492 877353. Ysbty Gwyn-
edd, Colwyn Bay Hospital Fr Frank Ryan 
01492 532670 

——————————————————- 

 
Please pray for the repose of the souls of: 
Wendy Hargraves, Simon Johnson, Wayne   
Healy, Anthony Richards, Timothy Ball, Kathleen 
Barlow, Kathleen Hayes, Kevin Maguire, Lee 
Weston, Margaret Curry, JJ Agar-Leigh, Paul 
Yates , Winefride Hinder, Michael O’Mahoney, 
Elizabeth Lloyd,  Jean Murray, Josefia Jones, 
Ann Hanley, Edward Houston, Bill Taskler,    
Robert Trefor Jones, Catherine Humphries,  
Harold Gizzi, Brian Evans, Victor Wood,  Barbara 
Rutherford, Stan Owen, Caroline Davies, Tony 
Mellor, Caroline Bryan, Brddie McManus, Rose 
Harrison, Frank Cottington, John Andrew Jack-
son,  Mary Fagan and Denise Kennealey. 
  

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them, May they rest in 
peace. Amen. 
  
For the sick: 
Barbara Cottington, James Warburton, Arthur 
Jones, Aileen Bull, Marion Roberts, Norrie Jones, 
Lisa Gawn, Brian Harris, Mrs. Whiteley, Thomas 
Nelson, Edith Lowe, Val Byrne, Jack Doyle, Mary 
Peters, John, Corinna Edwards, John Burke, 
Frank and Kathleen Fox, Mantova Family, John, 
Margaret and Anthony, Cathy Ruane, and Mary 
O’Connor.  

Your prayers are asked for the repose of the soul 
of parishioner  Denise Kennealey, who sadly died 
this week.  Denise’s funeral is on  Wednesday 
23rd December, at 10.00am in St. Mary’s. 

——————————————————— 

 

Well done to Tim in Newtown who has  
raised £735 and is top of the leader board!    
Please do get involved and tag us on 
CAFOD North Wales Facebook or Twitter 
on 27th

 December.  
 

 

  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 Please call to discuss this 

    

 Anointing of the Sick  
Ring for emergencies please. 

 

All welcome to ring as below for a chat.  
 

  

Priest:  Fr Charles Ramsay  -  Tel 01745 353395   email chas37free@gmail.com  

 

Parish website:  catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 

Web Administrator Ernest Jones webmaster@catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 

 Despite Lockdown news, Sun-
day Mass at 10am this 20th Dec 
will be available  thanks to a 
large church, good discipline 
and efficient volunteers.  Week-
day services, however, plus the 
two open days for families are 
cancelled, however, as is the 
Christmas Eve giving of ham-
burgers from 12noon –2pm in 
the parish house backyard , with 
deep regrets to those who 
wished to attend. Please watch 
this space for details of Christ-
mas Services. 
 

First Communion 2020  The 2020 group 
of children completed preparation for their 
First Reconciliation but have still to 
celebrate this Sacrament and also 
begin preparation for First communion.  
We’ve now arranged for  a way to 
complete the course, partly by Zoom and 
partly with meetings in small, socially dis-
tanced groups.   

We will announce preparation for the 2021 
group of children in due course, maybe 
after Easter.  Bishop Peter tells us Confir-
mation prep cant be done yet, and so 
regretfully we’re postponing this for a while.   

Message from Colette (CAFOD Rep) 
Hello Fr Charles 

We are one week away from Christmas 
and all of us are still in some kind of lock-
down situation.  What a strange year this 
has been!   I just wanted to send a final 
message to say a big thank you for all of 
your parish’s wonderful support and gener-
osity to CAFOD this year.   A big thank you 
to those of you who are planning to take 
part in the CAFOD Fun Run like no other 
on 27th

 December.  We are asking that you 
run or walk 5k in your area and simp-
ly make a donation on our JustGiving 
page.  ————————————————

 

Diocese of Wrexham    Reg Charity No. 700426 

Our Lady of the 

Assumption 

Catholic Church 

  

119 Wellington Road, 
Rhyl 

Denbighshire LL181L 

20th December 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  
 

   Reading Cycle A  - The Year of Mark’s Gospel 

  Mass Times and Intentions 

Sunday 10.00 am  Mass for the Parish 

Monday    No service 

Tuesday     

Wednesday 

 10.00am 

  

Funeral service Denise Kenneally   
  

Christmas 
Eve 

 9.00 pm  Mass  -  Simon Johnson RIP 

Christmas Day 10.00 am 

Mass for the Parish  
  

Saturday 5.00 pm 

 Mass  -  Anthony Myles RIP 

  

Sunday 10.00 am    Mass for the Parish  


