
 challenge the occupation of his time and 
the hypocrisy of the local and foreign 
“leaders”. We thus recognize Him as the 
first Palestinian martyr.  This happened 
right here. Just five miles away is the 
church of the Holy Sepulchre and the third 
holiest site in Islam: the Haram Alsharif 
with the Al-Aqsa mosque and the Dome 
of the rock. Palestine has a holy site for 
Jews, Samaritans, Bahai's and others. 
We love this diversity. Despite attempts to 
destroy this diversity and erase our histo-
ry to bolster a racist chauvinistic state, we 
the native endogenous people of this land 
Christians and Muslims and others stay 
united in our resolve to get to justice, free-
dom and peace. For that we need support 
from all people of conscience. This is es-
pecially crucial now that corrupt leaders 
make effort to erase us. Education plays a 
key part.  

A vast majority of the Palestinian people 
is young and they are the future and we 
are grateful to you as donors of UHLF 
for helping our students.  From this holy 
place where the prince of peace gave 
humanity hope, let us remember his mes-
sage of love and kindness. Let us follow 
in his footsteps. Despite all the oppres-
sion of the Israeli occupation and the pan-
demic and the economy, this place, Beth-
lehem as you see gives us the courage to 
work and hope for a better future. Merry 
Christmas and a happy new year to all of 
you. May the coming year 2021 bring us 
closer to freedom, justice, and peace. “ 
 http://qumsiyeh.org  

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph 

 

 Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14 

Psalm 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 

Colossians 3:12-21 

Luke 2:22-40 or 2:22, 39-40 

 

One Holy Family 

 

“Pray to God that I truly be the brother 
(and sister) of all.”  Blessed Charles de 
Foucauld 

 

God so loved the world.  What greater 
love than to be one with us down to the 
tight fist of a newborn child.  You too en-
tered history helpless and dependent on 
the care of others.  We are first loved 
through bloody tissue, feedings, soothing 
words, the warmth of bodies bringing 
comfort and delight.  How did love so 
embodied produce beings who are tempt-
ed by fantastic notions like the self-made 
man?  

 

In Hebrews, Paul calls faith “the realiza-
tion of what is hoped for and evidence of 
things not seen” (11:1).  Abram hears 
words in a vision.  He pleads for a child 
and God listens.  Simeon and Anna beg 
God for a glimpse or sign.  God responds 
to the yearning of these righteous el-
ders.  In the temple they encounter the 
child and realize that God’s promise is 
kept. 
 

To modern ears, faith suggests a plunge 
into darkness.  A loss of friction with what 
is real.  We know that words are 
cheap.  Threats and ridicule stream in 
from all sides.  What words do we 
heed?  Whom do we trust?  We know that 
what is holy is not for sale.  Faith moves 
quietly.  First we hear “fear not.”  Like 
Abram we learn to listen.  In the concrete 
realities of daily life God’s spirit is 
felt.  We are not alone.  To trust God is no 
leap into the abyss.  In ordinary ways You 
are already present.  When we call, You 
answer. 

 In family we learn our worth.  Some must 
search for the family that knows how to 
love.  In being loved we heal, face our de-
mons, and are set free.  We uncover the 
beauty that dwells within imperfection.  How 
we are not measured by our achieve-
ments.  How each catches the light in her 
own irreplaceable way.   How God finds us 
in our struggles to be faithful and forgiving. 
 

In Fratelli Tut-
ti, Pope Francis 
shows how love 
moves us into the 
world, if we let 
it.  In scripture we 
connect to ances-
tors like Abraham, 
whose descend-
ants exceed the 
starry night.  We 
find our sisters 
crowded into refu-
gee camps; our 
brother is chased 
on his bike and 
shot like an animal.  What is learned in fam-
ily will expand for those open to the labor of 
love.  We honor family, church, and nation 
… but love rejects a “culture of walls.” 
 

 (Used with permission from the Creighton online 
ministries webpage., which we highly recommend 
for prayer and reflection.)  
  
   
Topical JOKE  Mr. Smith was overweight, 
so his doctor put him on a diet.  He said; “I 
want you to eat regularly for two days, then 
skip a day, and repeat this procedure for 
two weeks. The next time I see you, you 
should have lost at least five pounds.” 
When Mr. Smith returned, he shocked the 
doctor by having dropped almost twenty 
pounds.  “Why, that’s amazing!” the doctor 
told him. “You did this just by following my 
instructions?”   The slimmed down Mr. 
Johnson nodded. “I’ll tell you, though, I 
though I was going to drop dead that third 
day.”   “From hunger, you mean.” 
“No,” replied Mr. Smith, “from skipping.”  

 (from Fr Charles)  Here is a Christmas mes-
sage from wonderful peacemaker, Professor 

Martin Qumsiyeh,  “a bedouin in cyberspace, a 

villager  at home, 
Professor, Founder, and (volunteer) Director 
Palestine Museum of Natural History 

Palestine Institute of Biodiversity and Sustainabil-
ity,   Bethlehem University, Occupied Palestine.” 

http://qumsiyeh.org 

http://palestinenature.org  

“2020 has been an amazing tumultuous year 
for us in Bethlehem and the rest of Palestine. 
Palestine is the bottleneck from which people 
migrated out of Africa to the rest of the world. 
It is the western part of the Fertile Crescent 
where humans first domesticated plants and 
animals. Hence we are in the cradle of civili-
zation. Jericho just 40 miles away from here 
is the oldest continuously inhabited town on 
earth. It is the cradle of languages. Our Ca-
naanitic ancestors invented the alphabet that 
evolved right here in the Eastern Mediterra-
nean Region to become the Arabic alphabet 
and the Latin alphabet that you use. The first 
letter is the aleph, alpha and we are told that 
God is all encompassing from the first the 
alpha to the last the omega. Our region is 
also the cradle of religions. Less than half a 
mile away down the hill is my village of Beit 
Sahour, where the shepherds heard the an-
gels sing telling them of the birth of Jesus, 
the prince of peace.   

The Palestinian Jesus (yes he was born in a 
country then called Palestine and has been 
called Palestine for four millennia) went on to  



Church Finances:  Church collection for 
Sunday, 13th December amounted to 
£279.00p, of which £164.00 was ‘loose’  
and £115p was Gift Aid. 
 

Hospital Chaplains on call:  
Glan Clwyd: Mrs. Sheila Johnson. 01745 
354311\07717182557  Llandudno hospital: 
Fr Frederick 01492 877353. Ysbty Gwyn-
edd, Colwyn Bay Hospital Fr Frank Ryan 
01492 532670 

——————————————————- 

 
Live-streamed Mass.  All St Mary’s ser-
vices are now available livestream on 
youtube . Just google Youtube and enter 
stmarysrhyllivemass.    

—————————————————- 

Welsh Assembly Education Bill   A State-
ment by Catholic Education Service UK  

“We believe that parents are the primary 
and principal educators of their children, 
and that the role of the State, the Churches 
and other organisations is to support par-
ents in that responsibility, whether by 
providing schools or otherwise, and not to 
usurp them. This position is supported by 
the European Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR) and reflected in section 7 and 9 of 
the Education Act 1996. In relation to the 
delicate subjects of Religious Education 
and Sex education, this is further reflected 
in parents’ rights to withdraw their children 
(Education Act 1996 s.405 and School 
Standards and Framework Act 1998 s.71
(1)). This Bill attacks this fundamental prin-
ciple by proposing the removal of the right 
of withdrawal (Schedule 2, paragraphs 20 
and 36). Religious Education as the Foun-
dation for Formation in Values, Virtues and 
Ethics All schools currently have the obliga-
tion under the Human Rights Act 1998 and 
case law to teach RE in an objective, critical 
and pluralistic manner. Schools also have 
the freedom to teach RE as a rigorous aca-
demic subject at the heart of the curriculum, 
in a way that both it and the whole curricu-
lum support the whole school’s formation of 
pupils in values, virtues and ethics. Catholic  

 

  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 Please call to discuss this 

    

 Anointing of the Sick  
Ring for emergencies please. 

 

All welcome to ring as below for a chat.  
 

  

Priest:  Fr Charles Ramsay  -  Tel 01745 353395   email chas37free@gmail.com  

 

Parish website:  catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 

 Despite Lockdown St Mary’s  church 
services are as normal  (see front page)   
Because we have a large and very flexible 
church interior space,  safety precautions 
to prevent infection are easy to operate.   
In addition, our very good and reliable vol-
unteer team have done us a great service 
by overseeing the safety precautions so 
efficiently—a big thank you to them. 
 

First 
Commun-
ion 2020  

The 2020 
group of 
children 
completed 
prepara-
tion for 
their First 
Reconcili-
ation but 
have still 
to celebrate this Sacrament and also 
begin preparation for First communion.  
We’ve now arranged for  a way to 
complete the course, partly by Zoom and 
partly with meetings in small, socially dis-
tanced groups.   

We will announce preparation for the 2021 
group of children in due course, maybe 
after Easter.  Bishop Peter advises Confir-
mation prep cant be done yet, and so 
regretfully we’re postponing this for a while.   
——————————————————- 

 

(continued) ….schools already do all of 
these things, and do them well. The pro-
posed change of the name of the curricu-
lum subject from Religious Education to 
Religion, Values and Ethics potentially 
undermines that freedom and could lead to 
a position where schools are encouraged 
to view the instilling of values and ethics as 
something to be compartmentalised within 
a single subject area, rather than being the 
wider responsibility of the whole curriculum 
supported by the whole school. 
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Feast of the HOLY FAMILY 

  

   Reading Cycle A  - The Year of Mark’s Gospel 

  Mass Times and Intentions 

Sunday 10.00 am  
Mass for the Parish                                           
Feast of the HOLY FAMILY 

Monday    No service 

Tuesday 11.00am    Mass  -  Bill Tasker RIP 

Wednesday   11.00am   
 Hour of prayer          (feel free to drop  in for 
a few minutes visit or for longer) 
  

Thursday        11.00am  Mass  -   Fr Eamonn Whelan RIP 

Friday 11.00 am 

 Mass   -  Feast of Mary, Mother of God  
               Private Intention 

Saturday 

11.00am 

5.00 pm 

  
Hour of prayer  (feel free to drop in) 
Mass  -   For the parish 

  

Sunday 10.00 am    Mass    Michael Cheetham RIP 


