
 The feast of the Epiphany, which 
was kept in the East and in certain West-
ern Churches before being observed in 
Rome, seems to have been originally a 
feast of the nativity; January 6.  For those 
churches where it was kept, it was the 
equivalent of Christmas (December 25) in 
the Roman Church. The feast was intro-
duced at Rome in the second half of the 
sixth century and became the comple-
ment and, so to say, the crown of the 
Christmas festival. 

 

Epiphany means manifestation. What the 
Church celebrates on that day is the man-
ifestation of our Lord to the whole world; 
after being made known to the shepherds 
of Bethlehem He is revealed to the Magi 
who have come from the East to adore 
Him. Christian tradition has ever seen in 
the Magi the first fruits of the Gentiles; 
they lead in their wake all the peoples of 
the earth, and thus the Epiphany is an 
affirmation of universal salvation. St. Leo 
brings out this point admirably in a ser-
mon, read at Matins, in which he shows in 
the adoration of the Magi the beginnings 
of Christian faith, the time when the great 
mass of the heathen sets off to follow the 
star which summons it to seek its Saviour. 

2nd Sunday after the Nativity 

 

 Sirach 24:1-4, 8-12 

Psalm 147:12-13, 14-15, 19-20 

Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-18 

John 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14  
 

This Sunday gives us the opportunity to 
reflect on the Light in the midst of our 
darkness, in the midst of all darkness. 
John came to testify to the Light. The 
world did not receive it. To us who re-
ceive this gift, there is not only comfort 
and consolation, but salvation and eternal 
life. 
In these days before Epiphany, we can 
each ask ourselves about two things. 
First of all, what has felt like darkness for 
us this past year? We may count many 
things. Secondly, we can reflect upon 
how the Light of Jesus can dispel that 
darkness, and offer us hope and peace, 
courage and direction and mission for this 
coming year.   
 

We may even want to take the time to 
write these answers out on paper or on 
our screen. Sometimes, naming the dark-
ness alone takes away some of its power. 
We may re-discover some grief or loss, 
some deep wounds and tremendous sac-
rifices we had to make. Separation from 
loved ones is clearly a darkness. Division 
among people is another. The illness and 
death of so many has been tragic. The 
fear of the unknown has been a great 
stress. 
 

In the midst of all that, we can be blessed 
in writing out the graces that have come 
to us through our faith in the one who has 
been with us through it all. Our faith has 
offered us perspective and vision to see 
what others can't see. Our faith, and the 
support of other believers, has been a gift 
for many of us. We may discover in this 
reflection the marvelous ways we have 
experienced and witnessed the power of 
self-sacrificing love in ourselves and in 
others. We may have experienced how 
we have treasured family and friends we 
might have taken for granted before.    

  
Jesus became one of us. He entered our 
world in a most lowly place. He lived a hid-
den life for 30 years in a small town. When 
he began his public ministry, announcing 
that the Spirit was upon him and that he'd 

come to bring liberty to cap-
tives and sight to the blind 
and set the downtrodden 
free, and to proclaim good 
news to the poor, he was 
rejected. He became one of 
us and identified with our 
life. No one can say "He 
wouldn't understand what 
I've gone through." He has 
been with us, in it all, every 
moment, with his compas-
sionate love and grace-filled 
support. 
 

Our relationship with him 
can grow and grow as we 
let the gratitude flourish in 
our hearts. This process 

lets his Light into our hearts. We can look 
and see what we weren't able to see be-
fore. Sure, "seeing is believing," but for the 
eyes of faith, "Believing is seeing." 
 

What came to be through him was life, 
and this life was the light of the human race; 

the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.  John 1 

 (Used with permission from the Creighton online 
ministries webpage., which we highly recommend 
for prayer and reflection.)  
 
  
 New Year thoughts   
 

 “ I was going to quit all my bad habits for 
the New Year but then I remembered, no-
body likes a quitter.” 
                                                     Anon 

 

“Be yourself.  Everybody else is already 
taken.” 
                                    Oscar Wilde. 

 A Big Thanks.  To all who helped  with 
our FayreShare project with the Good News 
Mission Church through Christmas.  A spe-
cial well done to  Catherine and Natasha who 
do the Lions share of this work and their vol-
unteer helpers at GNM.  Thanks to the Albert 
Gubay Trust who are funding our FoodShare.  
Also to a business called Nannie’s Biscuits 
who donated about 180 frozen Christmas 
dinners.  A Glan Clwyd nurse and friends 
called in with 20 beautiful  boxed christmas 
gifts for male or female homeless people plus 
a lovely bike for a child of 5 to 7 years old  
(anyone know a family with one child of this 
age, who would like a bike ?)   Woollies for 
the World now has added all our St Mary’s 
homeless provision of clothes and artifacts 
for the streets and many access this for help.  
(thanks to Pam)  We’d lots of mince pies. 
———————————————————— 

A BIG THANKS also from Fr Charles to so 
many who sent lovely Christmas Cards, gifts 
and good wishes as well as to our volunteers 
who are keeping our community so switched 
on during the pandemic.  A very HAPPY 
NEW YEAR OF 2021 to everybody.   It’s a 
great privilege and pleasure to be a priest 
with you and for you. 
——————————————————— 

Palestine  Following last week’s piece on 
the wonderful Mazin Qumsiyeh, can you help 
another peacemaker, Issa Amro,  who  is 
standing trial for his peaceful community or-
ganizing ? 

 

Issa is a Palestinian Human Rights De-
fender from Hebron who co-founded the 
nonviolent Youth Against Settlement group. 
He faces politically-motivated charges in the 
Israeli military court, described by Amnesty 
International as "baseless." We have been 
informed the judge will find him guilty on the 
majority of the charges and the verdict will be 
presented very soon. He may face years in 
jail.  He needs our help! 
SIGN THE PETITION to stand with Issa and 
call for his international protection. 
 

 Take this opportunity to support freedom of 
speech and the right to peaceful assembly. 
go to…..(thanks) 
 

http://www.friendsofhebron.com/



Church Finances:  Church collection for 
Sunday, 13th December amounted to 
£279.00p, of which £164.00 was ‘loose’  
and £115p was Gift Aid. 
 

How to contribute to Mary’s  the best 
way is by Standing Order,  or Direct Debit.  
This gives the parish a more regular in-
come.  It seems to be becoming the pre-
ferred method.   It also makes church in-
come easier to assess and control.  Stand-
ing Order seems to be the easiest and flexi-
ble for you, the contributor. You can start or 
stop it any time, whereas direct debit is 
more formalised.  
 

For Standing Order the parish account is 
Rhyl Catholic Church  The account Num-
ber is 08121087.  The Sort Code 55-81-42 

 

Hospital Chaplains on call:  
Glan Clwyd: Mrs. Sheila Johnson. 01745 
354311\07717182557  Llandudno hospital: 
Fr Frederick 01492 877353. Ysbty Gwyn-
edd, Colwyn Bay Hospital Fr Frank Ryan 
01492 532670 

 

——————————————————- 

 
Live-streamed Mass.  All St Mary’s ser-
vices are now available livestream on 
youtube . Just google Youtube and enter 
stmarysrhyllivemass.   We are still trying tio 
improve sound quality and apologies for 
any lack in this way. 

 —————————————————— 

 

QUOTE for the year of the God Who 
Speaks: 

 “Scripture is like a river, broad and deep,         
shallow enough here for the lamb to go 
wading,  but deep enough there for the ele-
phant to swim.” 

Pope St Gregory the Great c.AD 540—604 

 

  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 Please call to discuss this 

    

 Anointing of the Sick  
Ring for emergencies please. 

 

All welcome to ring as below for a chat.  
 

  

Priest:  Fr Charles Ramsay  -  Tel 01745 353395   email chas37free@gmail.com  

 

Parish website:  catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 

Web Administrator Ernest Jones webmaster@catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 Despite Lockdown St Mary’s  church 
services are as normal  (see front page)   
Because we have a large and very flexible 
church interior space,  safety precautions 
to prevent infection are easy to operate.   
In addition, our very good and reliable vol-
unteer team have done us a great service 
by oversee-
ing the 
safety pre-
cautions so 
efficiently—

a big thank 
you to 
them. 
 

First Com-
munion 
2020  The 
2020 group 
of children 
completed 
preparation 
for their 
First Rec-
onciliation but have still to celebrate 
this Sacrament and also begin preparation 
for First communion.  We’ve now arranged 
for  a way to complete the course, partly by 
Zoom and partly with meetings in small, 
socially distanced groups.   

We will announce preparation for the 2021 
group of children in due course, maybe 
after Easter.  Bishop Peter advises Confir-
mation prep cant be done yet, and so 
regretfully we’re postponing this for a while.   
——————————————————- 

 

                              POEM  
 

“How do I  
Listen to others ? 

As if everyone were my master, 
Speaking to me  

His cherished last words. 
 

Hafiz     
 

(Thanks to Mona for this) 
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2nd Sunday after the Nativity 

   Reading Cycle A  - The Year of Mark’s Gospel 

  Mass Times and Intentions 

Sunday 10.00 am  
Feast of the HOLY FAMILY 

Michael Cheetham RIP  

Monday    No service 

Tuesday 11.00am    Mass      Anthony  Myles RIP               

Wednesday   11.00am    Feast of the Epiphany  Winnie Ashley 

Thursday        11.00am  Mass  -   Fr Eamonn Whelan RIP 

Friday 11.00 am  Hour of Prayer and Benediction 

Saturday 

11.00am 

5.00 pm 

  
Hour of prayer  and Benediction 

 

Mass  -   Janet Konkoiewski  
 

  
Sunday 10.00 am    Mass     For the parish   


