
  Cardinal Nichols has stated that: …... 
“The regular practice of our faith in God is 
a well established source of both personal 
resilience and dedicated service to those 
in need.  Such resilience and enduring 
service are vital in these difficult circum-
stances. I’m glad that no measures have 
been taken  that would obstruct or curtail 
this essential source of energy for the 
common good.  Catholic parishes will 
continue to serve the needs of their local 
community.  In one parish for example,  
the provision of food for the needy has 
increased by 400% since March last 
year.” 

Paul’s Theology of Baptism 

Romans 6 is quite remarkable, when you 
think about it. Within 
twenty-five years of the 
crucifixion, Paul had al-
ready worked out this 
astonishingly deep and 
detailed theology of 
what it means to go 
through the waters of 
baptism, linking it to the 
Exodus, to creation, to 
new creation, and in par-
ticular to Jesus’ own 
death and resurrection. 

Therefore, says Paul, the 
spectacular Good Friday 

and Easter at the heart of the Christian 
story—Jesus’ dying and rising—

happened to us in baptism. Paul doesn’t 
hold back here: he doesn’t hedge and say 
“as if.” He simply says, You died with 
Christ in baptism and you were raised 
with him through the waters into the new 
life of belonging to Jesus. 
And here’s the problem we have to face: 
There are many people walking around 
out there who have been baptized, wheth-
er as infants or as adults, for whom the 
Christian gospel seems to have no mean-
ing, no power, no relevance to their lives. 

NT Wright   Biblical Scholar 

Feast of the Baptism                            
of the Lord   

Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 

Psalm 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 

Acts 10:34-38 

Mark 1:7-11  

Here is My Servant 
Once again, the wonderful days of the 
Christmas season have filled us with con-
fidence and hope through the Good News 
of the Gospel: “The Word became flesh 
and dwelled among us.”  This Word is 
Jesus, born in a hastily improvised birth-
place in Bethlehem, visited by Shepherds 
and Kings and raised in the obscurity of 
the backwater town of Nazareth.  These 
details remind us of the importance not 
only of the fact that the Son of God chose 
to become one with us in our human na-
ture, but the way he chose to be one with 
us:  in simplicity, poverty, and obscurity. 
 

 

Today’s Feast, marking the beginning of 
Jesus’ public life, does not veer from the 
course charted by the previous 
feasts.  Rather, it reinforces and deepens 
what we have seen of Jesus.  Jesus be-
gins his public life in the humility of John’s 
baptism, in the guise of a servant.  Isaiah 
helps us see how he will appear, day 
after day, in the cities and villages of Isra-
el: “. . . not crying out, not shouting, not 
making his voice heard in the street. A 
bruised reed he shall not break, and a 
smoldering wick he shall not quench . . .” 
 

For sure, he manifests himself as one 
“anointed with the Holy Spirit and power.” 
Yet this manifestation of power does not 
call attention to itself, but rather shows 
him “doing good and healing all those 
oppressed by the Devil . . ..” And with this 
anointing he will appear in the form of a 
servant to the end, manifesting the im-
mense power of divine love, by his death 
on a cross.  
 

     How important it is that we fix our atten-
tion on the manner of his appearance.  At 
times, people of our day, much like the peo-
ple of Jesus’ own day, seem to hope for a 
different kind of appearing, one that “fixes 
things” efficiently and quickly, that manifests 
power as we know it on earth:  forceful, 
loud, sometimes even crushing and vio-
lent.   We want our wrongs righted, one way 
or another!  But not this Servant, this Lord. 
And so, we have a choice to make: 
Will we have the courage and the humility 
to right this world’s wrongs with him, his 
way?  Or will we choose the ways that 
seem more “expedient, effective, produc-
tive”? Let us walk in this new year, choosing 
him, choosing his way, so that we may be 
his instruments at work in the world   

 (Used with permission from the Creighton online 
ministries webpage., which we highly recommend 
for prayer and reflection.)  
 

  
   

 A Big Thanks.  To all who helped  with 
our FayreShare project with the Good News 
Mission Church through Christmas.  A spe-
cial well done to  Catherine and Natasha who 
do the Lions share of this work and their vol-
unteer helpers at GNM.   Also to a business 
called Nannie’s Biscuits who donated about 
180 frozen Christmas dinners.  A Glan Clwyd 
nurse and friends called in with 20 beautiful  
boxed christmas gifts for male or female 
homeless people plus a lovely bike for a child 
of 5 to 7 years old  (anyone know a family 
with one child of this age, who would like a 
bike ?)   Woollies for the World now has add-
ed all our St Mary’s homeless provision of 
clothes and artifacts for the streets and many 
access this for help.  (thanks to Pam)  We’d 
lots of mince pies. 
 

————————————————— 

 

 

A BIG THANKS again from Fr Charles to 
so many who sent lovely Christmas Cards, 
gifts and good.   A very HAPPY NEW 
YEAR OF 2021 to everybody.   It’s a great 
privilege and pleasure to be a priest with 
you and for you. 
 

———————————————— 

 

 

Our Covid Volunteers have received a lot 
of praise for the efficient and sensitive way 
they have kept as able to attend church for 
prayer and worship these last months.  
Thanks to you all. 
 

When a few of us were removing the Christ-
mas tree and Crib in the church last Friday 
we considered the latest  news about the 
new form of the virus.  While vaccination has 
begun, it will take time to roll it out.  Mean-
while, especially as several volunteers are 
near to ,or over 70, we wanted to say to you 
all  that several younger people have said 
they’d step in if needed.  (Thanks) Hence if 
anybody wishes to hand over the baton, 
please feel very free to do this.   
  
 

 



Church Finances:  Church collection for 
Sunday, 13th December amounted to 
£279.00p, of which £164.00 was ‘loose’  
and £115p was Gift Aid. 
 

How to contribute to Mary’s  the best 
way is by Standing Order,  or Direct Debit.  
This gives the parish a more regular in-
come.  It seems to be becoming the pre-
ferred method.   It also makes church in-
come easier to assess and control.  Stand-
ing Order seems to be the easiest and flexi-
ble for you, the contributor. You can start or 
stop it any time, whereas direct debit is 
more formalised.  
 

For Standing Order the parish account is 
Rhyl Catholic Church  The account Num-
ber is 08121087.  The Sort Code 55-81-42 

 

Hospital Chaplains on call:  
Glan Clwyd: Mrs. Sheila Johnson. 01745 
354311\07717182557  Llandudno hospital: 
Fr Frederick 01492 877353. Ysbty Gwyn-
edd, Colwyn Bay Hospital Fr Frank Ryan 
01492 532670 

 

——————————————————- 

 
Live-streamed Mass.  All St Mary’s ser-
vices are now available livestream on 
youtube . Just google Youtube and enter 
stmarysrhyllivemass.   We are still trying tio 
improve sound quality and apologies for 
any lack in this way.  

 

 

  

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 Please call to discuss this 

    

 Anointing of the Sick  
Ring for emergencies please. 

 

All welcome to ring as below for a chat.  
 

  

Priest:  Fr Charles Ramsay  -  Tel 01745 353395   email chas37free@gmail.com  

 

Parish website:  catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 

Web Administrator Ernest Jones webmaster@catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 Despite Lockdown St Mary’s  church 
services are as normal  (see front page)   
Because we have a large and very flexible 
church interior space,  safety precautions 
to prevent infection are easy to operate.   
In addition, our very good and reliable vol-
unteer team have done us a great service 
by overseeing the safety precautions so 
efficiently—a big thank you to them. 
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QUOTE  from “Take the Plunge” by Fr Tim-

othy Radcliffe OP.    

“Touch St Thomas Aquinas says, is the 

most basic of all senses.  It is the root and 
foundation of all our senses.  It is the fine 
point of our life as physical, embodied be-
ings.  Eagles see better than we do;  com-
pared with dogs we have not got noses 
worth speaking about.  Bats can hear more 
than we do.  When I said this in Brisbane 
Cathedral,  the congregation applauded.  I 
had not realised that “Bats” was the nick-
name of their wonderful Archbishop, John 

Battersby.  Humans excel at touching.” 
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2nd Sunday after the Nativity 

   Reading Cycle A  - The Year of Mark’s Gospel 

  Mass Times and Intentions 

Sunday 10.00 am  
 Baptism of the Lord 

 Bernard Izzard RIP 

Monday    No service  

Tuesday 11.00am    Mass   Janet Konkoieswski     

Wednesday   11.00am    Hour of Prayer and Benediction 

Thursday        11.00am  Mass  - The Lees Family 

Friday 11.00 am  Hour of Prayer and Benediction 

Saturday 

 

11.00am 

5.00 pm 

 Hour of prayer  and Benediction 

Mass  - For the parish                                   

Sunday 10.00 am   
 Mass     2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time  
PEACE SUNDAY  Eileen Richards RIP 


