
 St Mary’s old church (1863—1963) 
Colin Jones is author of the Rhyl blog http://
rhyl-life.blogspot.com/   He has just alerted us 
to the sale on ebay of the postcard below of 
the old St Mary’s Church,  built by pre-

Raphaelite artist john Hungerford-Pollen. 

The Mission of Our Lady at Rhyl was founded 

from the Jesuit College of St Beuno at Tre-
meirchion in 1851 by Fr J. Etheridge, rector 
of the college. At this time there were 

very few Catholic families in the new 
town of Rhyl. The first mass was cele-
brated in the parlour of a public house 

known as ‘Costigans Railway Tea Rooms’. 
Within a short time, the Town Assembly 
Rooms in High Street (now occupied by 

the Job Centre) were rented by the Catho-
lic population to serve as Church and School. 
By 1854, a piece of land on Ffynnongroew 

Road had been purchased, on which a chap-
el was built to accommodate around 150 peo-
ple.  

After nearly one hundred years of worship, St 

Mary’s Church building was becoming a safe-
ty concern. The choir balcony was separating 
from the main wall and the  bell tower had 

become unsafe. Under the Parish Priest at 
that time, Canon Patrick Collins, fund raising 
activities began for a new multi-purpose 

church, designed to hold approximately 1,000 
people. Building work started in 1973. On 

Sunday 21st December at 12 noon the final 
Mass at the old St Mary’s Church took place, 
The new St Mary’s was consecrated and 

opened the same day at 4pm. 

 Scriptures for the 5th Sunday of Easter 

Acts 10: 25-26 34-35 44-48 

Psalm 98: 1, 2-3, 3-4 

1 John 4: 7-10  John 15: 9-17 

In his farewell to his disciples Jesus consol-
ing words to them and to us are beautiful. 

Do not let your hearts be troubled. You have 
faith in God; have faith also in me.    In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places.  
If there were not would I have told you I am 
going to prepare a place for you?  

Jesus anticipates that what we will face in 
this life, as his believers, will likely be    
troubling.    Each and every one of us can 
name a lot of things that are weighing on 
our hearts these days.  Small things and 
really big things tend to pile up and deeply 
affect us and the choices we make.  These 
troubling challenges can disturb our rela-
tionships.  Since all grief is connected, they 
can shake loose other griefs and sadness  
in our lives   - some of which had been bur-
ied for a long time.  

Often these troubling feelings challenge our 
faith as well.  At the very least, our sadness 
can make it difficult for us to hear the Good 
News Jesus’ resurrection brings us.  Jesus 
invites us to have faith in God and in him.  
He doesn’t say that lightly.  He knows  that 
we need what he has won for us.  I might 
be tempted to fight it off or to resist in some 
way.  My sadness can become my home, 
and at times it can become my identity.  We 
can even diminish our ability to perceive the 
gift by saying, “He’s offering me nothing in 
this world, only future happiness.  I’m over-
whelmed now!” 

Jesus is offering us a peace noting else can 
give us.  One of the Lent prayers says that 
God’s graces allow us to live in this passing 
world with our hearts set on the world that 
will never end. 

How does eternal life offer us peace and 
strength now?  It offers us a vision of the 
rest of the story  - the whole story.  When 
we believe that death  - in all its forms  - is 
just a scarecrow, then we grow in courage.  
We are offered the courage, not only to 
face huge challenges and tremendous 
losses in this life, but we can embrace a 
courage which offers us the ability to love 
boldly, to give our lives away in service for 
and with others. We can be unafraid to be 
advocates for those who are not very pop-
ular in our world.  Our world becomes big-
ger our concerns move much more outside 
of ourselves.  We appreciate the meaning 
of Jesus’ promise, “For whoever wishes to 
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for my sake will find it”.  (Matthew 
16:25) The joy of finding our life, finding 
who we are, finding out clearly what the 
outcome is, and where we are going, is 
tremendously freeing. 
 

Our problems don’t go away. The pain of 
those we love is still there.  The discourag-
ing reality we must face is still a reality.  
What changes is the meaning it all has.  It 
can all be touched by the healing transfor-
mation that comes from his death and res-
urrection.  And the picture, the context of it 
all, becomes so much bigger.  We have 
hope. Death can be redeemed.  All deaths. 
All losses. All disappointments.  All sin. 
 

Jesus has prepared a place for us to cele-
brate together for all eternity.  We can ask 
for the grace these days to let our hearts 
be open to the Good News, to be trans-
formed by its joy, and to share this faith 
with the world.  At that point we can begin 
to feel and look like resurrection people, 
who know the meaning and the outcome of 
our life in Jesus. Alleluia “ 
 

 

  (Used with permission from the Creighton 
online ministries webpage., which we highly 
recommend for prayer and reflection.) 

 

 

 

  

  
 FIRST HOLY COMMUNION MASS  
The group of 16 children who would have 
celebrated First communion last May 2020, 
after a long Covid-break, have completed 
their preparations on Zoom.  They’ll at last 
be able to celebrate, with their families. 
Managing this at Sunday Mass or even Sat-
urday evening Mass would have been im-
possible.  Hence Saturday 22nd May at 
10.30 am is the preferred date and time for 
the First Holy Communion Mass.  
 

It’s important they celebrate as part of the 
big community of faith but numbers would 
be too big. Each child and immediate family 
will have a bench reserved. Parents are let-
ting us know how many they’re inviting so 
we can manage numbers.   Please pray for 
the children and their parents and godpar-
ents. 

__________________________ 

  
Thursday, 13th May is the Feast of the As-
cension and a Holy Day of Obligation.  
There will be Vigil Mass at 7.00 pm on 
Wednesday (when officers of the Knights of 
St. Columba will be installed) and Mass on 
Thursday at 11.00 am..   
 

Next Sunday is Pentecost, the culmination of 

the Easter Season,  the Feast of the coming 
of the Holy Spirit.  Pray for those gifts to be 
deepened in your heart……….. 

 

“Where we cannot 
choose words in or-
der to pray properly, 
the Spirit expresses 
our pleas in ways 
that could never be 
put into words…..and 
those pleas are ac-
cording to the mind of 
God.” 
 

Romans8: 26-27 



Church Finances:    
 

 For contributing to St. Mary’s  the best way 
is by Standing Order,  or Direct Debit.  This 
gives the parish a more regular income.  It 
seems to be becoming the preferred meth-
od.   It also makes church income easier to 
assess and control.  Standing Order seems 
to be the easiest and flexible for you, the 
contributor. You can start or stop it any 
time, whereas direct debit is more formal-
ised. For Standing Order the parish account 
is Rhyl Catholic Church  The account Num-
ber is 08121087.  The Sort Code 55-81-42 

—————————————————— 

 

Hospital Chaplains on call:  
Glan Clwyd: Mrs. Sheila Johnson. 01745 
354311\07717182557  Llandudno hospital: 
Fr Frederick 01492 877353. Ysbty Gwyn-
edd, Colwyn Bay Hospital Fr Frank Ryan 
01492 532670 

——————————————————- 

Spread the Love   Remember Bernie 
and May (the charity founder) spoke to us 
about the clothes, toys, and other goods 
they send to children in poverty in the Phil-
ippines ?   You can bring in goods you want 
to contribute and place them in the big box 
you see as you come into church.   Thanks 
to those who’ve already helped with this 
including Christ the Word school. 
 
 
Any old Mobile phones 
lying around ?? “Spread 
the love” will take them.  
They can be recycled in-
stead of dumping more poi-
sonous waste  in the earth. 
 

 

. 

Easter QUOTE                                                      
 

“The fact that life and death are “not two” is 
extremely difficult to grasp,  not because it 
is so complex,  but because it is so simple. 

 

Ken Wilber 

 

  

Sacrament of Reconciliation 

 Please call to discuss this 

    

 Anointing of the Sick  
Ring for emergencies please. 

 

All welcome to ring as below for a chat.  
 

  

Priest:  Fr Charles Ramsay  -  Tel 01745 353395   07503905414                                  
email priestrhyl@rcdwxm.org.uk 

 

Parish website:  catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk 

 

 From CAFOD on India  As we all know, 
India is facing a devastating second wave of 
Coronavirus, with more than 16 million cases 
and 200,000 deaths confirmed.  Father Paul 
Moonjely. Executive Director of our partner 
agency, Ca;ritas India, tells us, “The Church 
in India has lost many of its faithful laity and 
religious brothers and sisters in their pursuit 
to serve the distressed population.  There is 
a strong urgency to reach out to the strained 
and stranded population that has been dis-
possessed and isolated” . On behalf of the 
Catholic Church in India, Father Paul said, “I 
make an earnest appeal to all the members 
of the Caritas Fraternity across the globe, to 
come together in solidarity and encourage 
the community of faithful, institutions and 
people of goodwill to contribute generously 
to this humanitarian call and express our 
solidarity at this crucial moment”. 
 

 CAFOD is responding to the crisis in India 
and advise them that they can support this 
response by donating to our Corona-

virus Appeal.   We are also offering 
the Ascension Feast Day Mass 
this week to pray for the people 
of India.    
 

 As Coronavirus brings devastation across 
India, CAFOD is working with experienced 
local Church agency, Caritas India, to pro-
vide vital support to poor and marginalised 
communities. Donations to CAFOD’s Coro-
navirus Appeal will help Caritas India Cari-
tas  distribute PPE kits to frontline health 
workers, promote COVID & vaccine aware-
ness campaigns, and set up safely run isola-

tion & quarantine centres. You can donate 
online here: cafod.org.uk/give.  Please 
keep praying for the people of India and all 
those affected by the pandemic.   
 

Note from Fr Charles:  At this sad time we 
stand with our fellow-parishioners from Kera-
la,  who have relatives and friends ill or dying 
from covid 19.   You can also help by donat-
ing through CAFOD online or  in church this 
Sunday and Pentecost Sunday,  with 
CAFOD envelopes you can take as you en-
ter church.  Thanks. 

 

Diocese of Wrexham    Reg Charity No. 700426 

Our Lady of the 

Assumption 
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119 Wellington Road, 
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Denbighshire LL181L 

 9th May 2021  

6th Sunday of Easter 

   Reading Cycle B  - The Year of Mark’s Gospel 

  Mass Times and Intentions 

SUNDAY   10.00 am  
 Mass 6th Sunday of Easter 
               For the Parish 

MONDAY    No service  

TUESDAY 

11.00 am  
 

 Bernard Hicks RIP 

  

WEDNESDAY 7.00 pm  
Vigil Mass for Feast of the Ascension with 

Installation of KSC Officers 

   

Ascension 
Thursday 

       11.00 am 

 Mass   (for the people of INDIA) 
  

FRIDAY  Mass Livestream     

SATURDAY 

 

5.00 pm 

Mass  - Dorothy Gupta and Bill Ward 

                                       RIP 

SUNDAY 10.00 am   
Mass For the Parish                                   
    


