
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time B.                        
‘A prophet is only despised in his own 
country, among his own relations and in 
his own house’.                              
Each of today’s readings raises serious 
issues for the person who wishes to  
follow Jesus along the way.                  
Sometimes, we can easily assume that 
we know someone very well, when, in 
reality, we only know one side of them. 
We can form strong opinions about               
people on the basis of past experiences. 
We can become so attached to these 
opinions that even when the evidence is 
there to challenge them, we are                
completely unmoved.        
There is always more to every human 
being than we are aware of. That is true 
even of those we would claim to know 
well, such as family members and good 
friends. There is a profound mystery to 
each one of us.                                           
When we have faith in God, there is no 
limit to what we can expect from God 
but when we reject God, when we                 
despise God or rebel against Him, we 
place a barrier between ourselves and a 
free flow of God’s blessings.                    
In today’s first reading, prophet Ezekiel, 
as God’s messenger, spoke to the              
people of their stubbornness, rebellion, 
and refusal to listen to God.  In the  
gospel reading, Jesus was amazed at 
the lack of faith of the people of his 
time. Blatant rejection of truth and  
messengers of truth and acceptance of 
and preference to falsehood and lies are, 
indeed, amazing.                                
The gospel suggests that we need to 
confront any tendency to judge others, 
take hurt and offence from them, reject 
them, and make them scapegoats of our 
own unrecognized aversions and                 
resentments. We need to become more 
aware of how we spread negativity at 
home, among our friends at work, in our 
associations, communities, Church, etc.    
We need to realize how easy it is to   
confuse reality with our own ingrained 
prejudices and preferred viewpoints.  
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We need to see that every story has 
another side, every person has his or 
her own reasons for what they do.     
In saying this I know that it is easier to 
do nothing than to do something, it is 
easier to be negative than positive, 
easier to be destructive than creative.                
The second reading suggests that the 
Lord can even come to us, in and 
through what we initially experience as 
something very negative. St Paul made 
this discovery for himself, according to 
the reading. He struggled with what he 
called a thorn in the flesh. It is not 
easy to know what he means by this. 
Whatever it was, Paul wanted to get 
rid of it. He saw no good in it and he 
prayed earnestly to the Lord to take it 
away from him. Paul’s prayer was  
answered, but not in the way he had 
expected it. In prayer he came to            
realize that God was powerfully pre-
sent, in and through this thorn in the 
flesh.                                                      
When we find ourselves struggling with 
something inside ourselves or with 
something outside ourselves, some 
person perhaps, we can be tempted 
to see the struggle as totally nega-
tive and just want to get rid of that 
person.                                                         
Like Paul, however, we can discover 
that this difficult experience is opening 
us up to God’s presence. The very 
thing we judge to be of little or no  
value can create a space for God to 
work powerfully in our lives.                             
There is something of a paradox in 
what Paul hears the risen Lord say to 
him, ‘My power is at its best in                    
weakness.’ It is often when we most 
feel life as a struggle that God can 
touch our lives most powerfully and 
creatively.   
 With St Paul I need to acknowledge 
my own “thorn,” my own complex, 
shadow, inferior function, potential for 
neurotic behaviour; call it what you 
will, each of us has it!                    
May faith never be a problem to us. 
May unbelief not rob us of our     
Blessings. May our lack of faith today 
transform into absolute Trust in God. 
Amen.  
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 Reading Cycle B  - The Year of Mark’s Gospel 

Mass Times and Intentions 

Saturday 3rd 
July 

5.00 pm 
Vigil Mass  - Pat and Jim Turley 
               RIP 

Sunday 4th 
July  

10.00 am  For the Parishioners. 

Monday 5th 
July  

    No Service 

Tuesday 6th 
July 

11.00 am Funeral service for Margaret Stenhouse 

Wednesday 
7th July  

  

Thursday     
8th July 

11.00 am 
 Mass  - Nellie Emmison and  
               Derek Ainscough RIP            

Friday 9th July   

Saturday 10th 
July  

5.00 pm 
 Vigil Mass - Deceased members of 
                       the Wong family 
                                       



14th Sunday Ordinary Time 

                                                              

Entrance Antiphon:  Within your temple, 
we ponder your loving kindness, O God. 
As your name, so also your praise reach-

es to the ends of the earth; your right 
hand is filled with justice.  

First Reading;  Ezekiel 2: 2-5 

Psalm 122   

Response:  Our eyes are on the Lord, till 
he shows us his mercy. 

1. To you I have lifted up my eyes, you 

who dwell in the heavens.  My eyes, like 
the eyes of slaves on the hand of their 
lords. ( R) 

2. Like the eyes of a servant on the hand 

of her mistress, so our eyes are on the 
Lord our God till he shows us his mercy. 

(R) 

3. Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. 
We are filled with contempt. Ideed all too 
full is our soul with the scorn of the rich, 

with the proud man’s disdain. (R) 

                                                                  
Second Reading: Corinthians: 12: 7-10 
 
Alleluia 
Alleluia, alleluia!  The Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us; to all who did 
accept him he gave power to become 
children of God. Alleluia ! 
 
 
Gospel: Mark 6: 1-6 
 
 
Communion Antiphon:  Taste and see 
the goodness of the Lord; blessed is he 
who hopes in God. 
 
 
 

Scriptures for the 14th Sunday in    
Ordinary Time 

Ezekiel 2: 2-5:                                     
Psalm 122 1-2 2. 3-4                                
2 Corinthians 12: 7-10                       
Mark 6: 1-6  

Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer 

As Jesus heals, he gives courage. As he 
carries out his ministry of healing and 
announcing the good news of the close-
ness of the Kingdom of God, he is filled 
with compassion for all those who suffer 
and who need this encouraging news.  So 
Jesus calls us to join him.  This isn’t the 
call to the priesthood or religious life.  
This is the universal call addressed to all 
of us to see with the same compassion-
ate eyes of Jesus and to reach out and 
heal others.  

 As Jesus sends us, he knows that we will 
encounter resistance and opposition  - 
sometimes from within our own heart first, 
but certainly from others.  He always tells 
us not to be afraid.  Even when things 
happen that take away our peace, our 
peace will be given back to us.  He knows 
he is sending us like sheep among the 
wolves of this world, and so he asks us to 
be both wise and simple  - two great gifts 
for our mission.  He assures us that even 
when we don’t know how to speak tender 
or reconciling words, the Spirit will speak 
through us.  The only thing we need to 
fear is the stuff we get into that can actu-
ally destroy our  soul. 

What a great week to ask for the grace to 
be responsive to his call !  All week, with 
attentive eyes we can see with Jesus’ 
own compassion, where he is directing 
our heart to love and to heal  We begin 
the week with such a great orientation.  
Jess invites us to come to him with our 
burdens and the stuff that weighs us  

down and then he sends us. He doesn’t  
say that we are not supposed to expect 
burdens.  He just invites us to take up his 
burden, the ministry he gives to each of us. 

All week, we can try to be conscious of how 
our day to day work is part of our call from 
the Lord, to be an agent in the world for 
good, to make products, to offer goods and 
services to people, to coordinate human 
activities, to protect and defend others’ 
rights, to heal others.  Some of us are still 
available to be called to a specific work or 
ministry.  This is a great week to ask for 
openness.  Every one of us can find great 
meaning and deeper peace in placing what 
we do in the pattern of our response to 
God’s call to us, through Jesus.  When we 
do our work, we can thank the Lord for this 
work; ask to do it faithfully, lovingly, com-
passionately and justly..  We can ask the 
Lord to send us to be his servants, with our 
gifts, and trust in his fidelity.    

(used with permission from the Creighton online 
ministries webpage, which we highly recommend 
for prayer and reflection). 

___________________________________ 
 

Weekday Mass  
There will be no weekday 
Mass on Tuesday, 6th July 
due to the funeral of Mrs. 
Margaret Stenhouse.  
 

Normal Holy Mass 
We are planning to return to 
our normal Liturgy at the 
end of the month.                                                           
A further explanation will 
follow soon. 
 

Day-off for Fr. Anthony. 
Father Anthony is not availa-
ble on Mondays. 
 
 

Parish Finances:  For contributing to   
St. Mary’s, the best way is by Standing   
Order, or Direct Debit  This gives the 
parish a more regular income.  It seems 
to be becoming the preferred method, 
and it also makes church income easier 
to assess and control.  Standing Order 
seems to be the easiest and flexible for 
you, the contributor  You can start or 
stop it any time, whereas direct debit is 
more formalised. 
 
For Standing Order the parish account is 
Rhyl Catholic Church  The account 
Number is 08121087. The Sort Code is 
55-81–42        
 
 Hospital Chaplains on call: 
Glan Clwyd, Mrs. Sheila Johnson 01745 
354311 \  07717182557  Llandudno Hospital 
Father Frederick 01492 877353. Ysbty 
Gwynedd, Colwynb Bay Hospoital Farther 
Frank Ryan, 01492 53267 
  
____________________________________ 
 

 Appreciation 
 A very big Thank You  to 
the following  Eucharistic  
Ministers who have given 
such great service and      
devotion to the sick people of 
our parish over the years, but  
who now feel they are ready 
to retire from their ministry: 
Cathy Rowan, Maria Howes, 
Malcolm Dunn, Brian              
Gorman, Pat Crees, Chrystal 
Carron and  Margaret Magill.   
Also to Shirley Lewis,  one of 
our church cleaners who has 
always taken such great pride 
and care in her role as one of 
the ‘Holy Dusters’. 
 
God bless you all. 
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