
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time B.   
                      
Why does a nation need a President? Why 
do children need their parents? Why do 
people need leaders? Why do companies 
and organizations need chairmen or 
boards? Why do sheep need shepherds? 
Without leaders, there is bound to be                 
confusion,  Indecisiveness, Disorganiza-
tion, Ethical Slips, Fragmentation, No        
Vision and Chaos.                                                                     
What happens when the shepherds or 
leaders by their actions and inactions begin 
to destroy and lead the sheep astray?               
In truth, having a bad shepherd is just as 
good as not having a shepherd at all.                                                                              
There were many religious and moral               
crises in Israel when Jeremiah prophesied 
to them. The political rulers and religious 
leaders were deep into corruption and   
injustice. The poor were neglected and 
oppressed.                                                                 
The first reading captures exactly  the  
disturbing situation in many parts of the 
world today. The rulers in the crises ridden 
countries destroy and scatter the people 
and drive them away. Hundreds of                      
thousands of people are dying of sickness, 
hunger, poverty, and violence. Thousands 
of people are fleeing their homelands and 
many are dying across deserts, in the 
seas, and in prisons. Thousands of people 
are forced to surrender themselves to the 
humiliation of being refugees in other 
lands. In many areas of life there is a crisis 
of authority.                                                                    
The ideal leader is one with a clear sense 
of responsibility, who can get things done 
while respecting people’s dignity and               
feelings.                                                                                 
Shepherds, in today’s readings, are people 
of integrity who care for others (Jeremiah); 
people who help us follow the right path 
(Psalm), and show compassion toward 
others in their weakness (Gospel).                   
Some might think of the shepherd image 
as applying only to the Pope, bishops, 
priests, or to the local pastors in the                
parish. The shepherd’s role at one level or 
another, applies to all kinds of leadership. 
We have leadership roles in our homes, 
relationships, churches, associations, work 
places, and responsibilities.  
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Wherever and whatever leadership role 
we find ourselves, we pray to have the 
mind of Christ and be “Repairers of          
Broken Walls, and be able to break down 
the dividing walls of enmity and establish 
peace.                                                              
The shepherds condemned by Jeremiah 
were the leaders who neglected their 
responsibilities and let abuses thrive. His 
message today might be to political          
figures, ministers and government                
officials at all levels, who have the task of 
keeping public order, defending the rights 
of citizens and promoting fairness for all, 
insofar as possible. The shepherd’s image 
suggests that authority is not mainly the 
power to impose rules. The shepherding 
role is one of service more than                         
dominion. Its goal is to set a good                 
direction and enable a community to live 
together in peace, where each individual 
has dignity and an equal chance of               
personal fulfilment.      
Besides the official leaders of Church and 
State, many others must offer pastoral 
leadership at a local and domestic level. 
Parents and teachers are the most 
obvious examples of this.  In practice, 
it is they who help to develop a child’s 
character, laying the foundations for 
growth into adult maturity. They pass on 
values by which young people can live, 
and foster qualities that can grow over 
the years. For this they need the                      
sensitivity and compassion shown by 
Jesus in today’s Gospel.  This was the 
story of the apostles when they came 
back from their first missionary journey. 
They sounded much fulfilled for their 
positive impact in the lives of the flock. 
This has been the story of thousands of 
successful men and women who followed 
Christ and His examples and made              
landmark achievements as human                 
shepherds both in the Church and in the 
state. In our own days, faced with a 
booming trend of lack of direction in 
many segments of life, Jesus is inviting 
everyone who holds a position of                  
leadership both in the Church and in the 
state to be focused and imitate Him, who 
is the way, the truth and the life. Amen. 
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Mass Times and Intentions 

Saturday       
17th July 

12.00 noon 
5.00 pm 

Baptism  - Arthur John Chapman          
Vigil Mass  - Cynthia Hatfield RIP 

Sunday 18th 
July  

10.00 am  For the Parishioners. 

Monday          
19th July  

    No Service 

Tuesday           
20th July 

11.00 am  Cynthia Hatfield RIP 

Wednesday 
21st July  

  

Thursday  
22nd July 

11.00 am  Betty Smith RIP           

Friday 23rd 
July 

12.00 noon Funeral service for John Joseph Burke  

Saturday    
24th July  

5.00 pm 
 Adrienne Tinker RIP  
                                       



16th Sunday Ordinary Time                                                             
Entrance Antiphon:  God himself is my 
help. The Lord upholds my life. I will offer 
you a willing sacrifice. I will praise your 
name, O Lord, for its goodness. 

 First Reading;  Jeremiah 23: 1-6 

Psalm 22:  Response:  The Lord is my 
shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 

1.The Lord is my shepherd; there is noth-
ing I shall want. Fresh and green are the 
pastures where he gives me repose. Near 
restful waters he leads me, to revive my 
drooping spirit.  ( R)                      
2. He guides me along the right path;  he  
is true to his name. If I should walk in the 
valley of darkness no evil would I fear.. 
You are there with your crook and your 
staff; with these you give me comfort. (R)
3. You have prepared a banquet for me in 
the sight of  my foes. My head you have 
anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.                                                              
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall 
follow me all the days of my life. In the 
Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever 
and ever.  (R) 

Second Reading: Ephesians   2: 13-18                                                    

Alleluia 
Alleluia, alleluia!  The sheep that belong 
to me listen to my voice, says the Lord. I 
know them and they follow me. Alleluia ! 
 
Gospel: Mark 6: 30-34 
Communion Antiphon:  The Lord keeps 
in our minds the wonderful things he has 
done. He is compassion and love; he  
always provides for his faithful.  . 
 
Scriptures for the 16th Sunday in    
Ordinary Time.                                                  
Jeremiah 23: 1-6                                
Psalm 22 1-3 3-4 5. 6..                               
Ephesians 2: 13-18                                             
Mark 6: 30-34 

Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer 

These weekly guides offer us an oppor-
tunity to practice being “contemplatives in 
action” For us busy people it is possible 
to pray—”to lift up our minds and hearts 
to God” in the midst of our everyday lives.  
Prayer is really about our relationship with 
the Lord, a relationship that is always a 
gift of the Holy Spirit.  That relationship 
can stay alive and grow in its intimacy, to 
the degree we can let the daily events, 
responsibilities and relationships of our 
lives become a part of our relationship 
with our Lord.  All it takes is a little focus 
and some practice.    
Every morning this week, we can begin 
our day with a brief conversation with our 
Lord that expresses a desire that comes 
from within us and is shaped by the scrip-
tures this week.  We might say, “Lord, 
help me trust your presence in what you 
call me to do today, letting me remember 
how tiny seeds grow.  I may pray:  “Dear 
Lord, thank you for this day.  Let me trust 
your care for me.  Let me not be afraid or 
grumble, but fill me with the nourishment 
of your presence today.  Lord, let me do 
your will today, and experience the close-
ness you offer me as I do so”.  Or again 
we may pray: “Thank you, Lord, for the 
gift of my children.  Help e to trust that 
even though not everything I say or do 
will seem to work, you will take care of 
them and allow my efforts to be fruitful”. 
Throughout each day we can repeat and 
refine these desires and prayers in our 
hearts. Each thing we do, each person 
we relate to, each request that is made of 
us, will help us to say this or that request 
for grace or expression of gratitude.  The 
practice comes in having this ongoing 
conversation and connection with our 
Lord in the background of our day  - in the 
brief in between times as we transition 
from one part of our day to the next.  It all 
comes together as we take a brief time at 
night to say thanks for the graces we 
have received that day, for the opportuni-
ty to feel connected and know that we are 
not alone throughout the day.   

Sometimes we will ask the same thing for 
several days. At times, we’ll notice a pattern 
in what we are asking for and what we    
experience ourselves as receiving. In this 
very simple way, with just a little focus and 
practice, we will find a pearl of great value  - 
a growing relationship with our Lord that 
transforms our spirits in the midst of our 
busy lives. 

(used with permission from the Creighton online 
ministries webpage, which we highly recommend 
for prayer and reflection).  
_______________________________________ 

Announcements                                
 

Normal Sunday Liturgy:                   
We shall start our normal 
Sunday  Liturgy at the end 
of the month. When we             
receive the Holy                             
Communion, we shall return 
to our seats. 
 
Parish Feast:                                              
We shall celebrate the Parish 
feast on the 15th of                     
August—Our Lady of             
Assumption at the 10.00 
a.m. Mass. Further                              
information will be given. 
Different nationalities in the 
Parish are  expected to write 
down the names of their                
respective countries at the 
back of the Church. 
 
Parish Bulletin: We shall 
start receiving the Parish 
Bulletin as from Saturday, 
31st July.  
 

Parish Finances:  For contributing to   
St. Mary’s, the best way is by Standing   
Order, or Direct Debit  This gives the 
parish a more regular income.  It seems 
to be becoming the preferred method, 
and it also makes church income easier 
to assess and control.  Standing Order 
seems to be the easiest and flexible for 
you, the contributor  You can start or 
stop it any time, whereas direct debit is 
more formalised. 
 
For Standing Order the parish account is 
Rhyl Catholic Church  The account 
Number is 08121087. The Sort Code is 
55-81–42        
 
 Hospital Chaplains on call: 
Glan Clwyd, Mrs. Sheila Johnson 01745 
354311 \  07717182557  Llandudno Hospital 
Father Frederick 01492 877353. Ysbty 
Gwynedd, Colwynb Bay Hospoital Farther 
Frank Ryan, 01492 53267 
  
____________________________________ 
 

QUOTE :                                       
The mere presence of the shepherd puts the 
sheep at peace. When he is near, they don't 
panic, and they don't fight. They can lay 
down in peaceful slumber. It's the same with 
you and me. Nothing reduces stress like the 
presence of the Shepherd. When you are 
living in close connection to Jesus, you can 
sleep, you can relax, you can rest.” 
― James Collins. 
______________________________   
 
We welcome into our parish     
community Arthur John Chapman, 
who is being baptised this week-
end.  Please pray for him and his 
parents and godparents. 
 
Your prayers are asked for the   
repose of the soul of John Joseph 
Burke, who sadly died recently.  
John’s Funeral Service takes place 
next Friday, 23rd July,  at 12.00 
noon. 
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