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Preparing for Christmas

Here are a few suggestions for special gifts:
a firm handshake to a shaky soul,

a kind word to a lonely person,
a warm smile to the disheartened,
a sincere concern for someone troubled,
a feeling of compassion for the neglected,
a comforting thought for the bereaved,
a respect for the dignity of others,
a defence of the rights of individuals,
a word of witness to help a seeking soul,
a Merry Christmas to all.
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I n amateur dramatics, a

I key thing I learned was
E how to make an entrance.

A trick ofthe trade is to stride
on, stop into a striking pose

and look out across the top
of the audience. You win the
crowd! attention. To excel
in theatre, knowing your
physicality and appreciating
what impact it makes goes a
long way.

ln the Gospel today, Jesus
encourages us to stand up
straight and hold our heads
high, looking out for his
coming. He encourages in his
followers a readiness for that
meeting when it happens. I

find echoes of this teaching
in Jesus'dramatic healing of
the woman hunched over.
Her visual experience once
consisted of feet and dirt.
Upon his touch, her world
was a grander place because
she could look up again.
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We may have spent a good
bit of time, especially in the
last year or so, hunched over
a computer. Our vision may
have been quite limited by
our isolation during the
pandemic. We are invited to
make an entrance into this
new liturgical year. We begin
by correcting our spiritual
posture, broadening our
vision, so that we may spot
his coming into our lives,
however that may be. ln
addition, we may gain the
attention of others in need
and embody the coming of
Christ for them. This is not
just performance or simple
posturing. We stop peering
at the dirt and look up and
out for Our Lord making his

own entrance into our lives.

I r Peter Monis'book, Christian
Playfu I ness, is available from
Redem ptor i st P u b I icati o ns,

www.rpbooks.co.uk.
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St Andrew
Andrew, "the first to be an Apostle'i
is traditionally also credited with
bringing Christianity to Scotland.

Tradition relates that, in 832, in
what is now East Lothian, King Angus
of the Picts prepared to fight a large
Anglo-Saxon army. The night before
the battle, he dreamed that he would
see a cross and must fight in its name.
When he awoke, in the deep blue
early morning sky, Angus saw white
clouds in the shape of the Saltire, the
diagonal cross on which St Andrew is

said to have died. He ordered his men to
carry the emblem into battle - and won.
From that moment, Andrew and his
Saltire cross became Scotland's national
symbols.

As the years passed and especially
during national emergencies, the Saltire
has represented Andrew's protective
concern for Scotland. Such famous
historical characters as William Wallace
and Robert the Bruce are recorded
as depending on the apostle who
introduced his brother Peter to Jesus.

5t Andrew, watch over, bless and
protect the people of Scotland.
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"Jesus spoke to [Peter and Andrew] in terms of their own
livelihood: 'You are fishermen, and you will become fishers
of men'... The Lord does the same with us: he looks for us
where we are, he loves us as we are, and he patiently walks
by our side."

Pope Francis

orrt!

!rtr*--..-. ..

Lord God, teach me to seek you, for I

cannot seek you unless you teach me, or
find you unless you show yourself to me.
Let me seek you in my desire,
Let me desire you in my seeking.
Let me find you by loving you,
Let me love you when lfind you. OAmen.

St Anselm

Feast of the week
Tuesday 30 November
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Sacrament of Reconciliation
(Confession) and the Anointing of
the Sick, ring the Parish Office.

Hospital Chaplain on Call:
Mrs. Sheila Johnson:
0L745 354377 or 077t7182557,

Parish Finances: The best way for
Church contribution in St. Mary's
Church is by Standing Order or Direct
Debit. This gives the parish a more
regular income. The Parish account
is: Rhyl Catholic Church.

Account Number: 0812 1087
Sort Code: 55-81-42

Last week's collection:
Cash collection - - f 356.45
Gift Aid Envelopes E 85.00
Repository---815.00
VotiveCandles - -E 18.03
Total = = = E474.48
Thanks a lot for your generosity.
A BIG THANK YOU for supporting
the Church through Standing Order or
Direct Debit. God bless you all.

Honouring Sunday
As the Synodal Pathway of listening
and discerning unfolds, we the
bishops of England and Wales, are
paying particular attention to the
hopes and fears,

1st Sunday in Advent Year C. 28th Nov. 2021

the joys and anxieties of all who
are sharing their thoughts and
feelings with us,
We are attentlve to the experience
of the last year or so, when we
have lived our faith through the
limitations of the pandemic. We
have heard of the longing which
some express as a " We want to be
in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament,
We yearn to celebrate the
sacraments together, especially the
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. We
desire to be nourished by our Lord
in Holy Communion. The live
streaming of the Mass and the
remarkable response of our
Cathollc communities to those in
need, have provided comfort,
sustenance and resilience. The
Eucharist is the source and summit
of our spiritual and pastoral Iife.
Many people have said to us that
they have appreciated the noble
simplicity of the Mass at this time,
which has allowed the mystery and
majesty of our Lord's sacrificial love
to shine through.
The central appeal of the Mass, its
beauty and its transcendence,
raises our minds and hearts to God
in an unambiguous and compelling
manner. Our Lord Jesus invites us
to receive anew the gift of Sunday
as the preeminent day, the day of
the Resurrection, when the Church
gathers to celebrate the Eucharist.
Here we stand together before our
heavenly Father, offering our
thanksgiving and prayer, through
our Saviour in the Holy Spirit. Here
we receive Christ in his Word, Here
we are nourished by Christ in his
precious Body and Blood.
This is our primary joy, for which
there is no substitute, and from
which we draw our strength.
Catholic bishops of England
and Wales
(Full message on the Notice Board)

Announcements
Christmas Party - Homeless:
The Parish will be organising a

Christmas Party for the
homeless people on Sunday
Dec. 26th after the Holy Mass.

Induction:
The Holy Mass for the
induction of Father Anthony
Nnamah, MSP, as the Parish
Priest of St, Mary's Church,
will be presided over by
Bishop Peter Brignall this
Friday, 3'd Dec. at 6,30 p.m.
The Filipino Choir will sing
for the ceremony,

Pa rish Representatives :

There will be a meeting of the
Parish Representatives on
Wednesday 1't December at
7.00 p.m.

Advent Penitential Service :

There will be a penitential
Service for Advent on Friday,
17th December at 6.30 p.m,

Christmas Proqram:
Friday, 17th Dec. 6.30 p.m.
- Advent penitential Service

Friday - 24th Dec. - 5.00 p.m.
- Family Mass (with children
and their parents).

Friday - 24th Dec. 9.OO p.m.
- Vigil Mass of the Nativity.

Saturday - 25th Dec. - 10a.m.
- The Nativity Mass.

Sunday - 26th Dec. - 10 a.m.
- The Holy Family Mass.

Mass Times and Intentions for the Week.

Saturday
27th Nov.

5.00 pm
XIP \\'ayne
Mark Healv

Sunday
28m Nov.

10.00 am
I't Sunday of
Advent Year C

Tue. 30th

Nov.
1 1.00 a.m.

I?IP \\'innie
Ashley

Wed. I'i
December

7.00 p.m.
Parish
Representatives
meeting.

Thur. 2nd

December
1 1.00 a.m.

RIP. Betfy
Smith

Fri, 3'd

December
6.30 p.m.

Induction Holl;
DIass

Saturday
4th Dec.

5.00 pm
R1P Komi
Robert Gaslo

Sunday
5d Dec.

10.00 a.m
2^d Sunday of
Advent - C


