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Find happiness

by bread, but the hunger that can only be satisfied byI
doing what is right. He had reason to weep and mourn,

9 r 0  I I I I S e not only at the loss ofa dear friend but also at the lost
opportunities of his own people. He was no stranger
to being held up as a clown for the amusement of
all; he knew the experience of rejection, betrayal and
abandonment.

The promise is that God can handle the poverty,
the  hunger, the  tears, the rejection - l ifting his people

out of them. That is the Good News. God is not
* committed to keeping his people at the level of

I being hurt and wounded — if  that were true
the beatitude would read, ”Blessed are

you who weep, for you shall weep
even more.” The vision of
the God of the beatitudes
is the vision of a generous
God, one who reverses the
tragedy/Blessed are you who
weep” is the tragedy; ”for you
shall laugh” is the comedy.
And it is the comedy, not
the tragedy, which is the

promise.

By  Fr Denis McBride C.Ss.R.

he best commentary on  Jesus’
TBeati tudes is Jesus’ own life.

Jesus did not live his life as if he
were blessed by God; he lived out his
life in  the constant awareness that
God did indeed bless him. During
that life he experienced poverty, no t
only the poverty of deprivation, bu t
the poverty of standing alone against
the crowds, the poverty of total reliance on  his Father. He
experienced hunger: not just  the hunger that  can be  answered

Fr Denis McBride’s many books, CDs and DVDs are
available from Redemptorist Publications, www.rpbooks.co.uk.
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No recipe for happiness Feast of the week W
Wednesday 1 6 February

By Mary  Be l l  people from the local villages, the
ou r  Lady fire burned throughout the night

and the following day, the feast of
the annunciation. When the fire
died down, the bishop of Chalons,

On 24 March 1400, a group of Charles of Poiters, who had also
shepherds saw a bright light witnessed the burning bush and
near the chapel of St John the the miraculous statue — both still
Baptist near Chalons, France. unaffected by the fire — carefully
Investigating, they found a retrieved the statue and placed i t
burning thorn bush and, i n  inside the chapel.
its midst, a statue of Our Lady A church, Our Lady of the
holding the infant and, i n  Thorn, built  over the site of the
her right hand, a lily. Neither miracle, quickly became a place of
the statue nor the bush was pilgrimage. St Joan of Arc is said
damaged by the flames. to have visited the church in 1429,

Watched by a large crowd of two years before her death.

Sister Dominique helped run a mission i n  Chad during years offamine Of t he  Tho rn
and civil war supplying prosthetics to people who had lost limbs
from gunshot wounds and infected ulcers. She came to speak to our
pupils about the work of the mission, bringing some of the simple
artefacts from the  villagers’daily lives. She explained that the  children
were issued wi th one piece of paper, a pencil and an eraser and had
to make that do  for all their daily lessons. A family would have only
one basic meal a day. Yet, she insisted, these people were incredibly
cheerful and loved to laugh, sing and dance. She pointed out that i n
our society with all its material advantages many people are unhappy
and depressed.
There is no recipe for happiness. i t  is an attitude of mind, a willingness
to find the best in whatever is available.

Sister Dominique couldn’t wait  to get back to Africa.

Mary Bell, a retired teacher, is also a mother, grandmother and a regular
contributor to the University o f  the Third Age, u3a.

”Th ink ing  about  God’s patience is  wonder fu l !  How Lov ing Lord,  we ’ re  a l l  searching fo r  happiness
the Lord always waits for us; he is always beside us to but, for some people, happiness is hard to  find.
he lp  us ;  bu t  he  respects ou r  f reedom. And  he  anxiously Watch over  everyone for  whom l i fe i s  unhappy
awaits our "yes", so as to welcome us anew in his and can see little or no light at the end of a
fatherly arms and to fi l l us with his boundless mercy." dark tunnel. Give them a reason for their hearts

Pope Francis to  Start smi l ing.  0 Amen .
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6‘“ Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year C - 13th Feb. 2022

Mass Times and Intentions for the Week. C reed : A“ n O u n ce  "1 6 nts
Saturday 5 00 m RIP John Joe.
12‘“ Feb. ' p McLaughlin
Sunday For the
13‘11 Feb. 1000 am Parishioners.

m1321: 15 1 1.00 a.m. RIP Betty Smith
a. Requiem:

Evid' 16 12.00 pm. Crescenzo
e ' Feliciello.

Thurs. RIP Tony
17‘“ Feb. 1 1 '00  a.m. Richards

Sat. 19‘“ RIP Harvey
Feb. 5 '00  pm Leslie Curtis
Sun. 20“ Sp. Intention.-
Feb. 1000  a.m. Philomena Holt

Sacrament  of  Reconci l ia t ion
(Confession) and the  Anointing of
the Sick, ring the  Parish Office.

Hospi ta l  Chap la in  on Call:
Mrs. Sheila Johnson:
01745 354311 or 07717182557.

Parish Finances:  The  best way for
Church contribution in St. Mary’s
Church is by Standing Order or
Direct Debit. This gives the  parish a
more regular income. The  Parish
account is: Rhyl  Cathol ic  Church .

Account  Number :  0812  1087
Sort Code: 55-81 -42

Col lect ions last week
Cash collection - - £ 312.48
Gift Aid Envelopes - - £ 63.00
Votive Candles - - £80 .10
Holy Souls — - - £ 3 .93
St .  Anthony’s - - £ 3 .10
Flowers - - - - £ 4 .70  -

Total - £ 468 .21

Thanks a lot for your generosity.
A BIG THANK YOU for supporting
the  Church through Standing Order
or Direct Debit. God bless you all.

LENT starts on  ASH WEDNESDAY,
2"“ March 2022.

I believe in one God, the Father
almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all things visible and
invisible. I believe in one Lord
Jesus Christ, the Only Begotten
Son of God, born of the  Father
before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the  Father;
through him things were made.
For us men and for our
salvation he came down from
heaven, and by the Holy Spirit
was incarnate of the Virgin
Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified
under Pontius Pilate, he
suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the
Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven and is
seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in
glory to judge the living and the
dead and his kingdom will have
no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the
Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and
the  Son, who with the  Father
and the  Son is adored and
glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic
and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins and I look
forward to the  resurrection of
the  dead and the life of the
world to  come. Amen.

Whal is the recipe for happiness?

First Communion 2022
1 .  Parent and child session:
Saturday 26th Feb 10.00am.
2 .  Parents only session:
Tuesday 8‘“ March 7.00pm.
3 .  Parent and child session:
Saturday 12‘“ March 10.00am.
4 .  First communion practice:
Sunday 24‘“ April 11.15 a.m.
1“ Communion celebration:
Sat.  7"“ May - 11  a .m.  Mass.

CAFOD's Wa lk  Against Hunger
Lent challenge: There are 200
million children in the world whose
lives are at risk from malnutrition.
This Lent, challenge yourself to
walk, and help give hunger its
marching orders. Get sponsored.
To take part, go to:
cafod.org.uk/walk.

Catholic Post Newspaper
We received a monthly Catholic
Newspaper free of charge. Please,
take a copy home. If you think it is
worth having it once a month,
inform Fr. Anthony.

Vacancy :  WARDEN & CLERK —
ST SCHOLASTICA’S RETREAT:
The Trustees are seeking to appoint
a Warden & Clerk to the Trustees
for this aims-house charity that
provides sheltered housing for
Catholics in financial need aged 60
or over. Closing date: 28/2/2022.
To apply see:
www.stsch olasticas. co. uk/ ward
en—clerk-vacancy.

DIOCESAN STATION MASS for
our deanery will be in Rhuddlan,
7‘“ April at 6.00 pm. It will start at
5.30pm Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament & Confessions.

Parish Representative Team:
There will be a meeting of the
Parish Team on Wednesday,
2““ March at 7.00 pm.
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