
foremost
By Brian Fahy

I I m merica First"was a slogan first coined by

{A President Woodrow Wilson in his 1916
I lcampaign, promising to keep the United
States neutral during World War One. Many
others have used the phrase since, including,
famously and recently, Donald Trump in his

campaign for the Presidency in 2016. When
the wider world becomes a difficult place to
negotiate, we al! tend to retreat to a safer and
more homely place in which to concentrate
our efforts. Keeping our own house in order,
we become strangers to a wider world. No
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Not to be served but to serve

22 October 2023

Politics is always a difficult game to play, but
honesty isn't.

We can all argue the politics of our world.
lndeed it is important to do so. lt shows how
much we care and what we care about. But one
thing we should share - honesty. !t is important
to be honest to God and honest with one
another. Honesty comes first.

Brian Fahy describes himself as an "apprentice poet'!
His website is ta be found sf www.errispoetry.conr

Feast *f the week
Wednesday 25 October

St Ambrose Barlow
(1 585-1641)

Not many parish priests would risk their lives to
offer Mass for their parishioners and then feed them
on "boiled beef and pottage, goose and mince pies

and something hot to drink". However, following his

ordination to the priesthood in 1617, St Ambrose
Barlow's grandmother sponsored his work amongst
the poorest people of Leigh which is why a

substantial meal became an essential aspect of his

ministry.
During his time in Leigh, Ambrose was arrested

and released without charge four times. However,
his fifth arrest, along with some parishioners,
happened after Mass on Easter Sunday morning,
1641.The laypeople were later released.

This Lancashire lad, born in Chorlton-cum-Hardy,
was hanged, drawn and quartered, aged 56, at
Lancaster. His cousin rescued Ambrose's head,
which is now a precious relic of the Salford Diocese.

St Ambrose Barlow is one of at least fifteen "Lancaster

Martyrs'l executed between 1 S%and 1 &6.

Fl rst and

By Mary Bett

Loving Lord, light up my heart. Set me on fire with your love so that it
radiates your warmth to everyone I meet. O Rmen.

Al I in this together streets at night to bring comfort to anyone
in need, even if only with a friendly face or
a kind word; loving their neighbour in our

Thousands of men and women have
answered God's call to serve in the poorest
countries of the world, leaving behind
comfortable lives to live in harsh, even
dangerous, environments to spread God's

word and help those suffering from all the
hardships imaginable.

And here at home there are those brave
people whose service involves walking the

Today, as the Church seeks to experience a profound missionary

renewal, there is a kind of preaching which falls to each of us as a daily

responsibility. lt has to do with bringing the Gospel to the people we meet,

whether they be our neighbours or complete strangers. This is the informal
preaching which takes place in the middle of a conversation, something
along the [ines of what a missionary does when visiting a home.

Pope Francis

lsaiah 45:1. 4-G
1 Thessalonians '1:1-5

Matthew 22:15-21
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one can then accuse us of interfering, but we
might stand accused of being neglectful of our
neighbours in their need.

Jesus finds himself being caught in a trap
when his adversaries come along to ask him a

"totally innocent" question, about paying taxes
to Caesar. They even heap praises onto Jesus -
you are an honest man - just to soften him up
for the kill. But Jesus is no Mr Nice Guy. Nor is
he anyone's fool. You want to play a game? Let's
play a game. Show me the coinage. Whose face
is this?

fractured society where "mission" is serving
the marginalised.

Pope Francis says that we live in a world
where many people, even if they have
material prosperity, suffer from spiritual
poverty. He calls it a "spiritua! desert'i Yet

this is the world into which we have been
called to bear witness to Jesus's Gospel of
hope. This is our mission as Christians. We

are all in this together.

Follawing mony years in the clsssraam, retired
teacher and Hesd af RE, Mary Bell now has time to
enjoy the beauties of the natural world sround her.

Monday:
Romans 4:20-25
Luke 12:13-21

Tuesday: Wednesday: Thursday: Friday: Saturday: Next Sunday:
Romans5:12.15.17-21 Romans6:12-18 Romans6:"19-23 RomansT:18-25 Ephesians2:19-22 Aodus22:2o-26
Luke 12:35-38 Luke 12:39-48 Luke 12:49-53 Luke 12:54-59 Luke 6:12-19
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1 Thessalonians 1 :5-'10
Matthew 22:34-40
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Our Lady of Assumption Catholic Church
Parish Priest: Fr, Anthony Nnamah, MSP.

779 Wellington road, LL78 7LE, Rhyl, Denbighshire.
Office 07745 353 395 - Mobile. 0744 8677 2OO
priestrhyl@rcdwxm.org.uk // www.catholicchurchrhyl.co.uk
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Mass Times & Intentions.
Saturday,
21tt Oct. 5.OOpm Holy Sou ls

Sunday,
zzd oct, 1O.OO a.m. Parishioners

Tu e 24th
Oct.

11.OO a.m. St. Anthony

Thur. 26n
Oct.

11.O0 a.m. Holy Souls

Saturday
28th oct. 5.OO pm Holy Souls

Sunday
2gth oct. 1O,OO B.JTr. Parishioners

For Funerals, Baptistrts, Confessfons
and Anointing of the Sick, please ring
the Parish Office: O7745 353 395.

Hospital Chaplain on Call:
Mrs. Sheila Johnson:
01745 354311 or 07717182557.

Parish Finances: The best way for
Church contribution in Sf. Mary's
Church is by Standing Order or Direct
Debit, This gives the parish a more
regular income. God bless you.

The Parish account is;
Rhyl Catholic Church,
Account Number:
0872 tO87
Sort Code: 55-81-42

Collections last week
Cash collection E 266.08
Envelopes E 111.00
Retiring collection E 60.00

Total - r E437.OB

GIFT AID FORM I For every
pound you give in the offertory or by
donation, the parish will benefit from
an extra 25 pence rebate from the
government at no cost or
inconvenience to yourself.
Gift Aid Form is at the back of Church.
Thanks for your continued support.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

World Mission Sunday.
The Universal Church
celebrates tod dy , 22d Oct.
World Mission Sunday. There
will be a retiring collection for
Missio today. RED BOX.

Repositoryt The Parish
Repository has in stock now
Ch ristmas Ca rds, Birthday
Ca rds, Cong ratu latory Ca rds
Rosary beads of different
kinds, Prayer books, Meda Is
M issa ls, Statues, Holy Water
bottles. Visit the Repository,

First Communion classes:
There will be a meeting for the
Parents of the first Holy
Communion children on
Th u rsd dy , znd N ov. at 7 .00
p. m . in the Socia I Area . All
pa rents a re expected to be
present at the meeting.

Warm Welcome There will
be a Warm welcome with hot
mea l, a ga me of Bingo a nd
quiz on Wed. 25th Oct. at 1.00
p.m. This will be the last Warm
Welcome this year. Resuming
again in January 2024.

Mass Intentiohs: If you
wou Id like to have a M ass
offered for an intention, please
fill in one of the envelopes and
hand over to Sheila, Roy, lim
or to Father Anthony.

29th OrdinarySunday rA- 22nd Oct. 2423

Afternoon Tea: There will
be a n afternoon tea on
Saturday 11th Nov. at 1.30pm
Ticket costs f8.00. Available
from Ma ria/Mau ra/ EIlen at the
back of ch u rch , We a re
supporting a Food Programme
for a n orpha nage in the Filipins

Christmas Carols. we
want to make Christmas 2023
a little bit more joyful. So we
have pla n ned fo r Ch ristmas
carol, Be prepared for the
Filipino Choir on Frid dy, 22nd

Dec. at 6.30 p.m. and join us
for Tea, Coff€e, win€s, and
most of all the Christmas fun.

Prayer of St Francis
Lord, make me an
instrument of your peace;
where there is hatred, let
me sow love; where there is
inj u ry , pa rdon ; where there
is doubt, faith; where there
is despair, hope; where
there is darkness, light;
and where there is sadness,
joy. O Divine Master, grant
that I may not so much
seek to be consoled as to
console; to be understood,
as to understand; to be
loved, ds to love; for it is in
giving that we receive, it is
in pardoning that we are
pardoned/ and it is in dying
that we are born to Eternal
Life. Amen.
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