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By Fr Denis McBfOe c:Sr:R:

atthew develops the scene
in today's Gospel with the
care of a master storyteller.

He ranges the wise men who follow
natural means a star against
the wise men of Judaea who are
able to follow their own sign the
scriptures. !t is clear from the story
that the wise men of Judaea have
enough information in the scriptures
to discover the place where the new
king will be born; but their discovery
is useless, for it does not lead them to
homage. They are not disposed to act
on what has been revealed.

By contrast, the pagan strangers,
after they have gone as far as they can
in following the star, are willing to be
instructed in a scripture that is foreign
to them. They act on what has been
given to them and their journey leads
them to their destination. They offer
homage to the child, offer him their
gifts and then make their own way
back to their country.

Matthew shows how the two
wisdoms collide: the wisdom of the
religious institution and the wisdom
of the pagan strangers. Writing
at a time when many non-Jews,
Gentiles, were entering the Christian
community, Matthew demonstrates
in the story of the Magi that Jesus
comes not only for the Jewish race
but for the human race. ln the second
reading Paul proclaims the
universal appeal of God's
revelation in Jesus: "it
means that pagans now
share the same

inheritance, that they are parts of
the same body, and that the same
promise has been made to them, in
Christ Jesus, through the Gospel'i
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Jesus, my LordByHe1nr1chHejne

The Kings from the East

"Dear child reni'they asked in every town,
Three kings from the land of the sun,

"Which is the road to Bethlehem?"
But neither the old nor the young
Could tell, so the kings rode on:

Their guide was a golden star,

Which glittered ahead of them, high in the air,

So clear, so very clear.

The star stood still over Joseph's house,

They all of them stepped in:

The good ox lowed and the little child cried,

And the kings began to sing.

you watked

beside us during

your time on

Earth. Let me

watk alongside

you so that I

can see peopte

as you see them

and learn to [ove

them. O Amen.

A great painter, Vincent Van Gogh, once said that his need for God drove him to go outside at night to paint the stars.
For that is the way God made us: brimming with desire, directed, like the Magi. towards the stars. With no exaggeration,
we can say that we are what we desire. For it is our desires that enlarge our gaze and drive our lives forward, beyond the
barriers of habit, beyond banal consumerism, beyond a drab and dreary faith, beyond the fear of becoming involved and

serving others and the common good..
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Feast of the week
Monday B January

The Baptism of
the Lord
The Gospel [of the baptism of
Jesusl shows us the scene with
which Jesus' public life begins. ..
Jesus does not present himself
with a miracle, or by rising to the
podium to teach. He queues up
with the people who were going
to receive baptism from John...
with a bare soul and bare feet.
And Jesus shares the plight of
us sinners: he descends towards

us; he descends into the river,
and into the wounded history of
humanity. He immerses himself
in our waters to heal them, and
he immerses himself with us, in
our midst. He does not rise up
above us, but rather comes down
towards us with a bare soul, with
bare feet, like the people. He
does not go on his own, nor with
a selected, privileged group. No:

he goes with the people. He

belongs to those people and he
goes with them to be baptised,
with those humble people.

Fope Francis

wwwfacebook, com/sundaypl us

CeX
Highlight

CeX
Rectangle



Our Lady of Assumption Catholic Church
Parish Priest: Fr. Anthony Nnamah, MSP.

779 Wellington road, LL78 7LE, Rhyl, Denbighshire.
Office A7745 353 395 - Mobile, 0744 8677 2OO
priestrhyl@rcdwxm.org.uk // www.cotholicchurchrhyl.co.uk

Charity number 700426

*s{ H lz-1'
<r- 

^ 
'<<'

-gr- / \ -q.n

1a;iz
z\ /.="#

{a'g- 
,

;{

The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. B - 7th Jan. 2024

Mass Times & Intentions.
Satu rday.
6th Jan 5.00pm RIP: Shelagh

McGovern

Sunday.
7th Jan

1O.OO B.ITI.
RIP: Bernard
Izzard

Thursday.
11th Jan 11.OO a.m. Holy Souls

Saturday
t3th Jan, 5.OO p.m.

Sunday, 14th
January 1O.OO ?.rrl.

For Funerals, Baptistns, Confessions
and Anointing of the Sick, please ring
the Parish Office: O7745 353 395.

Hospital Chaplain on Call:
Mrs. Sheila Johnson:
01745 354311 ar 07717182557,

Parish Finances: The best way for
Church contribution in St Mary's
Church is by Standing Order or Direct
Debit. This gives the parish a more
regular income, God bless you.

The Parish account is;
Rhyl Catholic Church.
Account Number: NatWest
0872 7087
Sort Code: 55-81-42

Collections last week
Cash collection E2I4.B5
Envelopes E 63.00
Building Fund E 5.00
Total - E 282.85
SyroMalabar- 862.82

GIFT AID FORM: For every
pound you give in the offertory
or by donation, the parish will
benefit from an extra 25 pence
rebate from the government at
no cost or inconvenience to
yourself. Gift Aid Form is at
the back of Church. Thanks for
your continued support,

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Papal Benemerenti
The Holy Father, Pope Francis/
has awa rded M rs. Sheila
lohnson, a Papal Medal -
Benemerenti. The Meda I is in
recognition of her work in the
Parish and community over the
years. Bishop Peter Brignall
will decorate her with the
Medal during the Holy Mass on
Satu rday , 1Oth Februa ry 2024
at 5,00 p.m.

Annual Celebration of Married Life
Are you celebrating a special
a n n iversa ry in 2024? ( 1st,
10th, 25th, 40th, 50th, 60th).
Come to Wrexha m Cathed ra I

at 12.00 p.m, on Saturday !7th
Februa ry 2024 An nua I

renewa I of vows with Bishop
Peter, Special blessing for
engaged cou ples a nd Buffet
lu nch afterwa rds. Contact
Jeanie: mfl@rcdwxm.org.uk or
07542 268728.

Racial Justice Sunddy,
1 1th Februa ry 2024 is Racia I

lustice Sunday, it explores the
movement of people from their
homela nds to the places they
now call home and examine
the motivations beh ind th is
movement the jou rneys
made, and the reception or
welcome received on arrival.
To find out more: Racia I

Justice

Contactless Machine.
The Finance Committee has
provid ed us with a contactless
donation mach ine for ou r
Cash less Pa rish ioners/ those
buying Religious Articles from
the Repository and our visitors.
It is easy to use. Give it a trial.

Statistical Report 2023
The Vatican has released the
g loba I Catholic statistica I

report fo r 2023.
Here are some highlights:
o The Catholic population

worldwide increased by
L.2o/o. This brings a total
of L.375 billion Catholics
by the end of 2A2L.

. The Catholic Church has
235567 schools
(kindergarten to high
school) serving the needs
of over 65 m illion ch ild ren
in the world.

o Worldwide the number of
priests dropped by 2,347,
Europe experienced the
largest decline, while
Africa a nd Asia
experienced increase.

Warm Welcome
Warm Welcome is back!
Starting from this week every
Monday. Pop in for tea, coffee ,

toast and biscuits from
11.00am to 3.00pm with Iunch
bei ng se rved between
L2.30pm a nd 1 .30pm. Please
spread the word around the
community. Everyone welcome
and free of charge!
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